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RETEER ..by writing its own history on top of the previous buddha-history, the Lotus .Sutra was able both to trump the prior version and to borrow
its legitimizing form: Sakyamuni is still a buddha because of his contact with Dipamkara; " (2-RH)
RETEEE in the case of the eight sons, with the last being Dipamkara, the traditionally recognized progenitor of Sakyamuni, we were given a form
of the truth-father. ” (| 1111 [}K)
Cole[1 OO TR [H4IHR0EEE (“----e- the Lotus Sutra attempts to draw the reader into accepting its redefinition of Buddhism by claiming that it, as
text, was the final product of a perfect patriline of twenty thousand buddhas and that this heritage allows the text to then offer the reader
entrance into that patriline, once the reader assents to the Lotus Sutra’s genealogical claim to be of that lineage.” El<IK)°
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KWWV RV HEQRADBIRG o) | (M EER] i< | 1)
S UiKkd Cole V-HE QFELLE~\ Eubanks[1 1O | 1 ]2 “Mahayana sutras seek to take the authority that might otherwise be invested
in an author or in a speaker and invest it in themselves.” (1 [11]}m) - sutras employ any number of metafictional techniques that work to
overcome spatial and temporal bounds and incorporate their reader-listeners as characters in the text.” (| PPHK) #rQITHE G4800°
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Cole[1 1OOKH] B OHEIEECIMERE L O S v “In this passage that so clearly aims to overcome the gap of time between the reading of the

Lotus Sutra and the apparently long-deceased Buddha, we have extravagant promises for seducing the reader into taking up the text itself as
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