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ConcerningtheUjichapters

JillEmmaStrothman

J庇かoducfiora

TheTaleoノGe"jiwaswrittenaboutathousandyearsago,aroundtheyearlOlO.Little

isknownforcertainabout itexceptthatitalreadyconsistedof itspresent54chaptersin

thelO20s.VeryfewscholarsdisputethatMurasakiShikibuwrotethefirst41chapters,

concerningthearistocratGenji's life.Thechaptersafterwardhavebeentheobjectof

greatdebate,duetothedifferenceofrankofthecharactersintheBambooRiverchapter

andthereafterandalsoduetotheseemingcontradictionintheorderofevents. (12-6)

Manyscholarshavecitedthesecontradictions, claimingthat these laterchapterswere

writtenbyanotherauthor. Iamtakingtheposition,morewidelyheld, thatMurasaki

Shikibuwrotetheentireworkandthatanycontradictionsaretheresultofhermakinga

fewfalsestartsbeforesettlingontheUji theme.

Thefirst41chaptersarelargelyabout romanticloveandsuccess;buttheUjichapters

haveadarkertheme.ThewordUji immediatelyconnotatestheword@@s",whichmeans

gloom.Noneofthecharactersareasperfectasthemoreidealizedcharactersof thefirst

section,andtheBuddhistthemeoftransiencepervadesthesection.Thecharacterstryto

escapebondstothisfloatingworldbyreachingout toBuddhism,buttheyfailmiserably

andremaintrappedinthespider'swebofworldlydesires.Nomanisasaint,Murasaki

Shikibuseemstosay.ThismarkedchangeinthemehasbeenattributedtoMurasaki's

aging, toapossibleretirement fromherpositioninFujiwaraMichinaga'shousehold,even

toapossibilityofMurasakihavingtakenBuddhistVowsandhavingbecomeanun.Her

personalexperiencewithdeathmayhavechangedher, ormaybeshedevelopedsome

ailment.Manyscholarshavemadetheirguesses, butwecannotknowwithcertaintyas

1000yearshavepassed.TheGenjichaptersaresaidtohaveahistoricalbase,buttheUji

chaptersseemtoexpressapersonalmessageofMurasakiShikibu, theconclusionsshe

madeabout lifefromherownexperience.

TheOigimi-Ⅳαkα"ohimichqpters

AfterGenji'sdeath,TheTaleoノGe"jicouldberetitled7､he7､aleoノKaom, seto"by

Ⅳ加郵.KaoruissupposedlyGenji'sson, butheisactuallytheillegitimatesonofGenji's
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wife theThirdPrincessandKashiwagi, apassionatearistocratwhodiedof stress.

Kashiwagi'sstresswascausedbythepregnancyoftheThirdPrincess, forwhichGenji

knewhewasnotresponsible.Genjiwasofcourseangeredandturnedthecoldshoulderon

Kashiwagi,causingKashiwagitobecomeillanddiefromwithin. Inmodemmedicalterms

wemightthinkof itasanulcerproblem, oranotherstress-relateddisease・ Inanycase,

KashiwagidiedwithouteverseeingKaoru, andGenji diedfairlysoonafterwards.The

ThirdPrincesswasanoverprotecteddarlingofanearlieremperor,andhersinwasnot

enoughtokillher・ Itwasenoughtomakeher takeBuddhistvowsandrenouncethe

world,althoughsheseemstobeusingtheBuddhistwallsasaprotectivedevice.Because

nunsaren'tsupposedtobetiedtothisworld,Kaoruiseffectivelyparentless・ Itwouldbe

temptingtopointoutthathedidnotreceivesufficientparental loveduringtheformative

yearsO-3,but itwouldseemthatallcourtaristocratswereraisedbynursemaidswhether

theirparentswerepresentornot,andKaoruwasnotaloneinthisrespect.WhenGenji

waspreparingtodie,heaskedtheReizeiemperortolookafterKaoru.Kaoruwassucha

perfectlyebehavedchildthattheReizeiemperor'schildlessempressAkikonomueffectively

adoptedhim.Kaoruwas intelligent, handsome, andof royal blood; andwithhissolid

backingfromtheemperorhewas treatedasaVIPwhereverhewent.Mostyoung

aristocraticmenwhoareraisedinthismannerbecomeimpossiblyself-centeredplaybOys,

butKaoruwassavedfromthispitfallbyhisconstantsuspicionofhisparentage.Precisely

becauseheisstandingonhishigh-rankingpedestalpresentingaperfectdemeantothe

world,heenvisionshimselfbecomingalaughingstockandfallingfromgrace.Kaoruhas

receivedfavorsasGenji'sson,notasabastard.Thisknowledgethatthegroundcouldfall

fromunderneathatanypointgiveshislifeanimpermanent, illusoryqualitywhichattracts

himtoBuddhism. IntheworldofBuddhism, allhonor,disgrace,successandsufferingof

thisworldaremerelytransientstepsbetweenapreviouslifeandafuturelife・Soevenas

achildweseeKaoruthinkingaboutBuddhism,wishingthathecouldclearupthe

mysteryofhisbirthbyclairvWanceasPrinceRahuladidintheancientBuddhist texts.

AndKaoruismarkedbyanincrediblebodyodor,saidtobethesmelloflotusflowersand

sandalwoodspokenof intheMedicineKingchapteroftheLotusSutra. (3-258) Italso

helpsthathismother isanun,spendingherdayscontemplatingtheLotusSutra,although

sheconsidersKaoruafatherfigureratherthanasonduetotheseemingmaturitythathis

intenseseriousnesssuggests.

Kaoru'sfriendandrivalNiouisthethirdsonofthepresentemperor・Niouwasraisedin
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thesamehouseasKaoru, andtheywerebothhandsomeandwell-thoughtofchildren.

Niouwasnot illegitimateandhadnoshadowsover him, sohegrewup tobe "a

headstrongyoungmanwhodidexactlywhathewantedtodo,'' asSeidenstickerhas it.

(1-736) Kaoru'snamemeans,naturalsmell;'Niou'smeans 'artificialsmell.'Thisrefersto

Niou'sendlessattempts tosmell better thanKaorubyblendingrareandexpensive

perfumes.Thetwoareperpetual rivalsineverythingandaresaidtohaveeachinherited

halfofGenji'sexcellence.Niouhasthelineage, thecharm, thelooks, thepolishandthe

abilitytoseducewomen.Kaoruhasthegoodmanners, thesensitivity, theseriousness.The

lackingcharacteristicsof thetwoplayasbiga roleas thepresentcharacteristics in

determiningtheirbehavior,andateveryturnonecanseehowGenjiwouldhavedoneit

better.

ThefirstcharacterpresentedintheUjichaptersisPrince8.Prince8isGenji'syounger

brother,but theirdestinieswereverydifferent・Genjiwasmadeacommonerbecauseof

the lowerclassofhismother; Prince8'smotherwasofhighrankandsohewasa

candidateforemperor・Hewasusedasapuppet inacoup-de-etatattemptwhichfailed.

Thisfailureresultedinasuddenlossofsupportersandrejectionfromtheinnercircleof

courtaffairs.Castasidebytheelite,Prince8becameafaithful,evenclinginghusband

andacaringfather・Afterhiswifediedatthebirthoftheirsecondchild, theprincewas

leftwithoutapartner,withoutajob,withgreat insecurity.Hewouldliketobecomea

monkandburyhimself inBuddhism, buthe isboundtotheworldbyhistwoyoung

daughters・Whenhishouse inKyotobumed, hewasnot inthepositionfinanciallyto

rebuildit,andsohemovedtoahouseheownedinUji・Weseetheprincehappiest ina

smallcircle, firstwithhiswife, thenwithmusicians, thenwiththeajari (atypeofmonk)

wholives intheUjimountainsandteaches theprincethebasicsofBuddhism.Asa

personwhowasraisedinthemostmaterialistic, therichestenvironment intheland,but

wascast aside, he "becamemore immediatelyawareofwhatwasmeant by the

transcienceanduselessnessof thisworld." (1-780) TheUji houseprovidesaperfect

settingfortheBuddhisttheme: "Thehouseitselfwaslikeagrasshutputupforafew

days' shelter,andasforthefumishings,everythingremotelysuggestingluxuryhadbeen

dispensedwith.Thereweremountainvillagesthathadtheirownquietcharm; buthere

thetumultofthewatersandthewailingofthewindmustmakeit impossibletohavea

momentfreeofsadthoughts.'' (1-782) Thehousebeinglikeagrasshutputupforafew

days'shelterclearlyindicatesimpermanence,acentral themeofBuddhism.Thetumultof
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thewatersandthewaiUngofthewindreflectman'ssufferinginthisworld.Thelackof

luxuryisstraightoutoftheLotusSutra, inwhichit iswrittenthatamanwhoisblessed

iscontentwithfewdesiresanddweUssecluded, everstudyingthesacredteXts・This

worldisbutasteptothenext, andnomatterhowmanytreasuresamanpilesup, he

willbejudgedbyhisconduct,nothiswealth.

Kaoru, inthecapital,hearsreportsofPrince8. It isrumoredthatheisasaintamong

menandiswellversedintheteachingsofBuddhism.Because"nooneknewbetterthan

hethefutilityofthisworld,''Kaoruaskedtheajari tointroducehimtotheprince. (1-780)

TheyeXchangeletters,andKaorubeginstotaketripstoUji tomeethisteacher.This

continuespeacefullyfor threeyears.ThenonedarknightKaoruvisitstofindthat the

princeisabsent, outatatemple.Kaoruhappenstoseethetwodaughters,nowintheir

twenties,playingtheluteandthekoto.Kaoruisnotparticularlyinterestedinwomen,but

hewatchesanyway.Suddenlythemooncomesout,andoneof thesistersholdsupher

plectrumsaying, "Thisdoesquiteaswellasafanforbringingout themoon.'' (1-785)

Theallusionistoawell-knownpassageintheThreefoldLotusSutra. (3-250)Withtheir

firstappearance, thesistersshowthat theyarenotonlycapableofplayinginstruments

butarealsowellacquaintedwithBuddmsttexts.Ofcoursethistypeofwomaninterests

Kaoru・Skippingamillenniumtomodernpsychology, it issaidthat loveconsistsof four

parts: friendship, trust,desire,andrespect.Kaoruhadfoundfewwomenthathethought

hecouldrespectuptothispoint.Becausetheprincessesareof royal blood, theyare

sociallyacceptablepartnersforKaoru,andofcoursehefeelsabondtothembecausehe

hassuchagreatfriendshipwiththeirfather.

Beinginterested,Kaorusentoffanote,asproprietyofthetimedemanded, totheelder

sisterOigimi,Firstdaughtersof thetimewerecommonlycalledOigimi.Althoughhe is

presentedasadevoutBuddhist,KaoruusesaShinto legendinhisnote, referringto

OigimiasthegoddessofUjiBridgewhocannotmeetherbelovedprinceasshewishes.

Herwailingissaidtobethecauseof theUjiRiver'sroar, andhershrinewasbuilt in

646. (13-208) TheJapanesearefamousfortheirabilitytomixandmatchreligions,andit

wouldseemthatKaoruisnoexception. Inherresponse,Oigimiwrites, "mywholebeingis

atthemercyofthewaters.'' (1-791) ThisresponseputstheShintolovethemebackinto

Buddhistwatersbycomparingthepowerlessnessofthegoddessinthefaceofthewaters

tothepowerlessnessofmanintheconstantstreamofworldlyaffairs.Kaoruobservesthat

herwritingisgood,andthinksherfaultless.Afterthatheslipsoffhispedestalandisan
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ordinarysillyyoungmaninloveforawhile. "Hesentoffaletter, takingcarethatevery

detaildistinguisheditfromanordinarylovenote." (1-792)Heistryingtopretendthathe

isn't inlove,becausehedoesn'twanttolowerhisimagetothelevelofthecommonman.

Hewantstomaintainhissuperiorsaintlyimagebutat thesametimegethisgirl.This

sortofthingtumsmalereadersagainstKaoru-theythinkthat ifhewerearealmanhe

wouldpitchastraightball andnotafork. Butdespitehisseemingmaturityinother

aspects,Kaoruisstillachildwhenitcomestoromanticaffairs. Inchildpsychologyit is

saidthatthe8-12yearoldwantsalotof rulestofollowandwantsthingstobeclearly

blackorwhite.Achildof thisageoftenstresseshimselfoutbytryingto liveupto

idealisticstandardswhicharenotrealisticallypossible.TheKaoruwhothrewhimself into

Buddhismwouldseemtobethissort.Thenatagel3-18,theaveragechildgetsoutof

rulesandstartstowonderwhoheisandwherehe'sgoing, takingstepsofhisowninto

newterritory.This isthenextstepforKaoru, leavingbehindthegood littleboyand

havingtocopewiththenaturalhumandesirethatheissurprisedtofindcomingout. In

thisdayandagewearealwayshearingaboutchildrenwhomaturetooquicklyduetoan

excessof information.WithKaoru,wecansaytheopposite:hewasoverprotectedinhis

lifeinthecapital, soittookoutsideinfluencetocausehimtomature.Bygettingoutfrom

underthewingoftheemperorandgoingofftoUji,hecouldatlastcatchupinmaturity

withhisyears.

Animportant factorpushingKaorutowardsadulthoodistherevelationof theevents

surroundinghisbirth・ ItsohappensthatawomannamedBennokimiwhoworksat the

UjihousewasthedaughterofKashiwagi'snursemaid・WhenBennokimi'shusbanddied,

shebegantoworkinPrince8'shouseholdbecauseherfatherwastheuncleofPrince8's

wife・ThepeoplewhoworkinaristocratichouseholdsintheHeianperiodoftenseemtobe

distantrelatives.MurasakiShikibuherselfwasrelatedtoheremployerFujiwaraMichinaga

sixgenerationsupthroughhermother.(12-92) Bothwomenwereofbranchesofan

aristocraticfamilythathadfaUentotherank inwhichmembershavetoworkunder

othersforaliving.Murasaki'sbrotherNobunori isalsoseendoingBuddhisterrandsfor

FujiwaraMichinagainMichinaga'sdiary． (3-250)BeforeBennokimi'smotherdiedshehad

beenentrustedwithasecretpacketof lettersthatKashiwagiandtheThirdPrincesshad

exchanged,andshepassedthisontoherdaughter.TheselettersclearlyshowthatKaoru

isKashiwagi'ssonbyblood. (Seidenstickerwrites"realfather,"butlwouldcontendthat

theReizeiemperorisKaoru'sonlyrealfather,althoughonecouldmakeacaseforPrince
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8or inapinchGenji.) Needlesstosay,whenKaorureadstheseletters, hereceivesa

greatshock.MurasakihasNaturereflectingKaoru'semotiOns: thewatersareroaring, the

windiswhippingthetrees.Thesound"invitedgloomandevendespair,'' (1-794)andthe

revelationsentKaoruintosuchatizzythathecouldn'tgobacktoworkforawhne.

HavingspentagoodmanypagesjustdevelopingthecharacterofKaoru,Murasaki

returnstoherthemeofKaoruvs.Niou・Thetwohappentobetalking,andKaorubrings

uptheUjisisters･Somehavepointedoutthat ifhehadkepthismouthshuthewould

havebeenabletoavoidthetragedythatbefallsthem. Othershavepointedout that

braggingaboutawomanisjust thesortof thingthatyoungmalerivalsdo, andKaoru

doesn'thavetoputuphisgoodboyfront infrontofNioubecauseNiouisapeerandnot

anelder.Onethingleadstoanother,andthetwogettogetherinUji.Murasaki introduces

Nioutotheprincessesbynot introducingthem, inatitillatingsceneinwhichshehas

KaoruandNiougotoamansionacrosstheriver fromtheprincesses'Uji house.Kaoru

happilygoesovertoplaywiththegirls,butNiouisnotallowedtogobecauseofhishigh

status.OfcoursethisisjustthethingtogetNiou(oranyone) interested. Ifapersonis

toldhecan'tdosomething,hewantstodopreciselythatthing.Nioudeeplyregretsnot

havingbeenallowedtomeettheprincessesandsendsthemmanylettersthereafter.This

overwhelmsPrince8,whoisnotaccustomedtosuchasuitor. "Wasthisabondfroma

former life?'' theprincewonders. (1-804) InBuddhism, aperson'sacts(因) causea

result (果)whichcomesoutinMvestofollow.Thistheoryisbehindthewordsukuse(宿

世),averypopularwordintheHeianperiodthatroughlymeans ,0destiny'' andtowhich

allunexpectedeventswereattributed.Aristocraticsuitorsofthetimewereaccustomedto

explainingthat theirsexualdesirewasduetosukuseandithadbeendeterminedfroma

past lifethatsexualbondingwouldoccur.Oigimi doesn'tputmuchstockinsukuse-

obviouslyanyintelligentwomanofthetimewouldbeabletoseethroughtheruse.Prince

8doesn'ttrustNioueither,andonhisdeathbedheentruststheprincessestoKaoru・Of

coursetheyaren'tchildrenandcantakecareof themselvesphysically,but theyneedan

economicallysturdystandbyincaseofneed. IndeedKaorusuppUesthemgenerouslyat

everyturn. Thespeech theprincemakeswhenentrusting thegirls isacompact

explanationofthepositionofwomenatthetime: "Womenaretheproblem,goodfora

moment'spleasure,offeringnothingofsubstance.Theyaretheseedsofturmoil,andit is

nothardtoseewhywearetoldthattheirsinsareheavy. Iwonder ifyouhaveevertried

toimaginewhataworryachildisfor itsfather・Asonisnoproblem.Butadaughter-
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thereisa limit toworrying, afterall, andthesensiblethingwouldbetorecognizethe

hopeless forwhat it is.But fatherswillgoonworrying.'' (1-805) Thefirstsentence

aboutwomenbeingonlyamoment'spleasurereferstosexualdesire,whichisconsidered

illusory, asallhumandesiresare.ThereisafamousBuddhistsayingthataperson isa

mirror, andemotionsarebut reflections inthemirror. "Wearetoldthat theirsinsare

heavy"comesfromBuddhismalso; it iswrittenintheLotusSutrathat .4thebodyofa

woman is filthyandnot avessel of theLaw…awomanbyher bodystill has five

hindrances.'' (2-213) Thesefivehindrancesmakeherunabletobecomeabuddha.Just

abouteverymodernwomanwho reads thissectiongetsangryandpointsout that

Buddhismisoneof themanyreligionscreatedbymenformen, andifawomanhad

createditshewouldhaveseenmenastheonesleadingapersonastray.But theideaof

malesuperiorityisdeeplyrooted inmost culturesof theworld, dueto thephysical

superiorityofmen.HavingdiscussedwomenfromthestandpointofBuddhistphilosophy,

Prince8nextgoestoapersonal level,speakingofhisownfeelingsforhisdaughters・ He

asksKaoruifhehasever triedto imaginetheworryaparenthasforachild, inan

obviousappeal forhelp.WorryisacommonemotionforKaoru; heworries that the

relationshipbetweentheThirdPrincessandKashiwagiwillbeknown,heworriesthathe

hasnotexecutedproperritesforKashiwagi'ssoul,heworriesthatheisnotmakingthe

rightmoveinhisrelationshipswithwomen.But it isabitmuchtoaskachildlessperson

tounderstandtheemotionsofaparent.Atbest theprincecanhopethatKaoruwillsee

thathe issuffering, andwant toappeasethesufferingof thismanwhohasbeena

mentortohimovertheyears・Theprince'sworryisquitenaturalaswomenofthetime

whowerewithoutstrongfinancialandpoliticalbackingtendedtobeusedastoysand

thrownaway.Manysuchwomenappear inGenji.EvenKaoruisdepictedspendinga

nightofplaywithalowclasswomannamedAzechi,whoisatrulyunimportantcharacter

inhislife.Prince8doesn'twanthisdarlingdaughterstobedefiledandmadetosufferin

thisway.OnecouldarguewithgreatconvictionthathehasNiouinmindanddoesn'tsay

so insomanywordsbecauseKaoruisNiou'sfriend.ThePrincebeingunabletorid

himselfofthisworryisafailurefromareligiousstandpoint. InBuddhismonecannotreach

theheavenswithoutremovingbondstothisworld.That iswhymanycharactersinGenji

becomemonksornunsintheir lastdays. Itwasacommonpracticeofthetimefollowed

notonlybyordinaryaristocratsbutalsobymostoftheemperorsofthetime・Weseehere

oneofthemanygapsbetweentherealisticandtheideal thatappear intheUjichapters.
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AlthoughPrince8firmlybelievesinBuddhism,hasstudieditforyearsandisconsidereda

saintamongmen,hecannotputtheoryintopractice.

AIsoinpreparationfordeath, thePrinceleaveshisdaughtersinstructionsforwhenheis

gone.Hewams: "Menwhoarenotworthyofyouwill tryto lureyououtof these

mountains,butyouarenottoyieldtotheirblandishments.Resignyourselvestothefact

that itwasnotmeanttobe-thatyouaredifferentfromotherpeopleandweremeantto

bealone-andliveoutyour liveshereatUji.Onceyouhavemadeupyourmindstoit,

theyearswillgosmoothlyby・ It isgoodforawoman,evenmorethanforaman, tobe

awayfromtheworldanditsslanders.'' (1-806) Theseadmonitionsaregenerallytakenas

dyingwords, althoughthePrinceactuallydiesatatemple.Wecanseeagainthatheis

quiteworriedaboutmen,verylikelyNiouinparticularbutalsoconceivablymenof lower

rankwhowouldbeconsideredunacceptableasamatchforaprincessofroyalblood. @@Not

worthy''couldbetakenfromasociologicalpointofvieworequallyfromaspiritualpoint

ofview.Thetoneofhiswamingvergesontheincestuous-hisinsistencethat theylive

aloneinUjiwithoutmencouldeasilybetakenasasuggestionthatthePrincewouldbe

jealousweretheytoengage insexual relationswithahusband. Itwouldbemorein

charactertoviewhisremarksinlinewiththeBuddhisteffort tokeepworldlytiesata

minimum, however.ManakaFujikoconsidersPrince8amother figurerather thana

fatherfigureandareflectionofMurasakiShikibuherself.Thismakesgreatsenseasboth

MurasakiandthePrincewereleft toraisedaughtersbythemselvesafter thedeathof

theirspouses.AndMurasaki, as thePrince, obviouslyhasagreat stockofBuddhist

knowledge,butthereisnorecordofhertakingBuddhistvows.Thiscouldquitepossibly

beduetoherattachment toherdaughter, as itwas inthecaseofPrince8. (3-294)

LookingatthePrince'slastwordsasamother'scommentdirectlyreflectingMurasaki's

personalexperience, theycomeout "Idon'twantmydaughtertosufferatthehandsof

menaslhave・ Iwouldrathershenotmarryandsoavoidrepeatingtheworstpartsofmy

life.''Withoutstrongbacking,OigimiandNakanokimiwouldhavenochanceofbecoming

the#lwifeofahighclassaristocrat.Murasakiherselfwasnota#lwife, andparents

alwayswishthattheirchildrenwillhaveabetterlifethantheydid・Theoddthingabout

thePrince'slastwordstohisdaughtersisthat theydirectlycontradict thePrince's last

wordstoKaoru・HetoldKaoruhewas leavingthegirlsuptoKaoru,whichanyman

wouldconsideranOKformarriage.Thenhetoldthegirlsnot tomarry.Oigimi isata

losswhattodo.
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Whentheprinceactuallydies,Kaorusails in liketheknight inshiningarmorofa

Westernfairytale.Hetakescareofall the funeralmattersandpays foreverything,

ensuringthateverythingpossibleisdonetohelptheprincealongtowardabetter life.Of

coursethisearnspointswiththedaughters.ButsincehelivesinKyoto,hecanonlydoso

much.Theeverydaysnow, hailandroaringwindContinuestopronouncesadnessat the

prince'sdeathwhetherKaoruis inUjior inKyoto; andgraduallythespiritsof theUji
householdprogressfrompanictodeepgloom.

Nothingmuchhappensuntil thenextautumn.Kaoruisbusy,Niouisatcourt, theUji

princessesarelivingquietlyon.Butthecomingofautumnbringsanendtotheperiodof

mourning,andsuddenlytheprincessesarecastbackintoaworldlydilemma.Kaorutries

toconvinceOigimi tomarryhim,pointingout thatPrince8hadaskedhimtolookafter

thedaughters・Whensherefuses,heprotests, "Heaskedmetolookafterhisdaughtersin

whateverwayseemedbest・ Ihavetried; andnowitcomesassomethingofasurprise

thattheyshouldbedisregardingtheirownfather'swishes." (1-824) Healsopointsout

thateveryonethinksthatKaoruandOigimiarealreadymarried, anditwouldn'tchange

theworld'sviewofthemtoactuallyconsummatetheirrelationship.Kaoruis lOO%safe

here・Oigimi isobligedtoobeyherparents,andmentionselsewherethatifherfatherhad

arrangedamarriageforhershewouldhaveunthinkinglyobeyed.Andthereistheproblem

ofbacking.FromasociologicalpointofviewmarriagetoKaoruistherightanswer・He's

spentalotofmoneyonher family.Hehasabright future.AndforaHeianman, he

doesn'tforcehimselfonawomansexually・Besideswhichhe'ssupposedtobeintelligent

andhandsome・Sowhydoesn'tshemarryhim？

TheexplanationshegivesKaoruisthatherfathertoldhernot toleavethemountains.

Thisisnotabadexplanationas it fits inwithmoral standardsof thetime. Itwould

seem,however, thatthereal reasonliesnot inherfather'slastwordsbut inthewayshe

wasraised.TheLotusSutratellsusmanytimesthatapersonshouldrenouncesensual

desireand live inaquiet place・ Sexual desire is considereda block to religious

advancement.Forexample, it iswrittenintheLotusSutrathat "Becausetheevilworld

of thefivedecadences/Onlydelights insensual attachments,/(Its) creaturessuchas

these/NeverseektheBuddhaway." (2-75) Havingreadthesutrasandbeeneducatedin

them,Oigimi isafraidthat ifshepermitsherself toenjoysexual desireshewill lower

herself tothe level of thebarbarian・ She is ineffectbrainwashedbyBuddhiSt ideals,

makingherunabletocopewithbehavior that isoutof linewiththe idealistic.When
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Kaorutriestotouchhersheflees,closingthedoortightly.Andasherfatherhastoldher

manytimesthatasaroyalprincessordinarysuitorsarebeneathher(1-824),sheplaces

herselfonanunattainablepedestalofvirtueandhighclass. Perhaps fewpeoplecan

sympathizewithher, althoughthefeministcampisonhersideandholdsherupasa

womanwhodoesn'twanttomarrybecausesheknowsmencausetroubleinawoman's

life・KomashakuKimiwritesthatOigimi isawomanforwhommarriageisnottheright

answer.(10-159) Ifindthisdebatable・ If themanweresomeoneother thanKaoru,

someoneshecouldfeelcomfortablewith, someoneshewantedtomarry, thecasemight

wellhavebeendifferent.Tosupportthispositionletmepointouttheobviousfact that

sheenjoysherlifewithNakanokimiandsheenjoyedlivingwithherfather.Wedon'tsee

heravoidingcompanionshipaslongassheiscomfOrtablewiththecompanion.But it is

impossibletobecomfortablewithKaorubecauseheisastiff,distantcoldfish.Andshe

refiectshisstiffnessautomatically・Hemoldsheractionsbyhisactions, shapinghertofit

his ideal.Tryingtomatchhimspiritually, she isalwaysstressingherseMoutwith

impossiblyhighstandardsmadeforbuddhas,notforhumans.BothOigimiandKaoruseem

tobewaitingforsomeonetopatthemontheheadandsay, "Whatagoodnttlechndyou

are!"But itmightnothavebeenthatwayifthemanwerenotKaoru.

Oigimidoesn'twanttomarry,butshehopesthathersisterwill.Herrepresseddesireto

leadthelifeofawifeandmothercauseshertoattempttomakeamatchbetweenher

sisterandKaoru.Shethinksthatthiswouldsolveherproblemsneatlyandprovideboth

KaoruandNakanokimiwithstablehappiness・Ofcoursethisisaridiculous, self-centered

ideawhich revealshowlittlesheunderstandseither of the twopartiesconcerned.

Nakanokimi,angered, says: "Youaremissingthepointcompletely: thepoint isthatwe

will not be lonelyas longaswehaveeachother.'' (1-831) Oigimi agreeswith

Nakanokimiandapologizestoher.ButsheasksBennokimi topleadhercasewithKaoru

anyway.Bennokimiknowsit ispointless andrefuses, tellingOigimiwhatafoolsheisnot

tomarryhimherself・Shesays, "IfyousendhimoffinthenameofthisBuddhaofyours

-well, Idoubtthatyouwillberewardedwithassumptionintotheheavens・Youwillstill

havetheworldtolivewith. " (1-833) BecauseOigimihasbecomeheadofthehousehold

afterherfather'sdeath,sheisresponsibleforthewelfareofthestaff・Andheremployees

certainlyknowthatmarriagetoKaoruwouldensurethemastablelifestyle,asKaoruisat

thecenterofpolitics, inthesectionofaristocratswhohavemaximalmoneyandpower.So

ofcoursetheywanthertomarryhim.Again, itistherightstepfromasociologicalpoint
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ofview.Afterthisattempt,Oigimi realizesthat it isimpossibletogainalliesamongher

staffanddetermines todothejobofpushingKaoru inthedirectionofNakanokimi

herself,sneakingoutoftheroomonenightwhenKaorucomesintovisither,leavinghim

alonewithNakanokimi.Needlesstosay,Nakanokimi isangeredandafraid.Afterall, a

manhassuddenlyappearedatherbedside inthenight・Andhersister isresponsible.

Fortunatelyforher,KaorurealizesthatthisisNakanokimianddoesn'tmakeanysexual

advances.Hejusttalkstoherandreassuresherthat itwasnothisintentiontorapeher.

SetouchiJakuchofindsthewholeaffairfoolishandwrites, ,uIfhe'snotgoingtohavesex,

whydoeshavetosneakintogirls'bedroomsatnight?" (15)Shehasagoodpointthere.

SinceheneverhassexwiththeUjisisters, heshouldletthemsleepsoundlyinsteadof

sneakinginatnightandgivingthembaddreams. Itisanextremelyembarrassingsituation

forNakanokimi,andshefeelsthathersisterhasthrownhertothewolves・Kaoruisalso

extremelyangry,asheshouldbe,becauseit'sanastytricktoplay. IfOigimidoesn'twant

tohavesexwithKaorusheshouldtellKaorusodirectlyandstopplayingthesesilly

games.Evenifsheriskslosingfinancialsupport, it'sherowndecisionandshehasnoone

tocriticizebutherself. Ihavealwaysthought that if itwereGenji insteadofKaoru, he

wouldhavegoneaboutwooingmuchbetter.BecausethewholesettinginUji, fromthe

naturalwildernesstothedustyBuddhist tomes, defiespleasureandisenoughtomake

anyonegloomy,Kaorushouldhavetakenthemtothecapital,notnecessarilypermanently

but longenoughforthemtorecovertheirspirits.Whatthesistersneedfirstandforemost

istoregainthesenseofsecurityandstabilitythattheyhadwhentheylivedwiththeir

father.Theyneedtostopdwellingonthepastandgetonwiththeirlives,movingtoward

whateverfutureawaitsthem.Genjiwasalwaysself-assuredandmadewomenfeel safe

whenhewaswooingthem,butKaoruisinsecureandcannotgiveOigimi thepeaceof

mindthatshehadhadpreviously.

Atalosstryingtothinkofawaytogethisgirl,KaorudecidestobringinNiou.Niouis

not the type towaste time and immediately consummates his relationshipwith

Nakanokimi.Theygothroughtheweddingprocessquicklyandeffectively.Kaoruisfilled

withself-disgustathisinabilitytodolikewiseanddecidestostayoutofthewholething.

Oigimi'sreactionisfascinating: "Oigimi fearedthatshetoowaspassingherprime.Each

dayshesawamoreemaciatedfaceinhermirror.'' (1-846) ShegoesontOthinkofher

agingmaidservantswhomakevainattemptstodisguisetheiragewithhairandcosmetic

techmques.Shethinksthatshecertainlydoesnotwant tobecomeuglylikethat・Her
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half-sisterUkifunehasasimilarreactiontooldagelaterinthebook.Bothofthesewomen

aresupposedlysteepedinBuddhism,whichsetsconqueringfearofoldageasoneofits

goals・Observingsickness, oldageanddeathtaught theBuddha that life is funof

sufferingandstartedhimonhiswaytowardachievingenlightenment.Butobservingthe

agingprocessdoesnotenlightenOigimi, itmakesherfearthatsheispassingherprime.

Theideaofawomanpassingherprimeinappearanceautomaticallyconnotatesmarriage

andagainreflectsarepressedmatingdesire.

Nakanokimi ishealthierthanOigimipsychologicallyaswellasphysically,anddoesn'ttry

toburyheremotions.Shetakeshermarriageinstride,becomingawiferathernaturally.

IthelpsthatNiouistheself-assuredmanthatheis.Nakanokimi thinksthat "Strangely,

shefeltmoreateasewithNiou, thoughshewasdazzled, thanshehadwithKaoru, the

onlyotheryoungmanshehadknown．Kaoruwasachillyyoungmanwhosethoughts

alwaysseemed tobeelsewhere.'' (1-847)WhileKaorusetsupawaHof feigned

indifferencetocoveruphisinsecurity,Nioupresentshimselfasanardent loverwhowill

alwaysstickbyhisbeloved・ThisdisplayofconfidentpassionmakesNakanokimibelievein

hissteadfastnessevenwhenNioucannotvisitforlongperiodsoftimebecauseheisbusy

atcourt.ButOigimi,whodoesnothearNiou'saffirmationsofaffectiondirectly, takeshis

absences tobeasignof lackof affection. She reaffirmsherdecisionnot tomarry,

thinkingthatKaoruwouldleaveher inthelurchinthesameway.ActuallyOigimishould

feelagreatreliefofpressureatNakanokimi'smarriage,becauseNioucertainlyhasenough

moneytopayfortheupkeepof theUjihousehold.Heisafterallaroyal prince.But

Oigimi istheworryingtype,andshegetsincreasinglyworriedateveryturn.OnedayNiou

getstoUji, across thebanks, butcannotvisitNakanokimi becausehe isunder stern

observation. Thisproves tobe thestrawthat breaks thecamel'sbackforOigimi.

Inexperiencedinlove, sheoverreacts.Herfrightcausesher todevelopanorexia・Kaoru

says, "Dobepatient,andtrynottoworry." (1-858) Buthavinghersisterbestoodupfor

adateseemstobeevenmoreofashockforOigimi thanit isforNakanokimiherself.

Anorexiacanbecausedbypsychologicaltraumainanyage- inthisageKarenCarpenter

isprobablythemostfamousexample-andfromthebeginningOigimi isthetypetoworry

herself todeath. It couldbecalledsuicide, although it ispushingthe term・Onher

deathbedOigimisaystoKaoru, ''Therearemanythingslwould liketosaytoyou, ifl

couldonlygetbackalittleofmystrength.But lamafraid- Iamsorry- that lmust

die." (1-865) Soshedoes lovehimalittle, thoughshedidn'tshowitmuch. Inthisday
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andageshecouldbesavedwithlVtransfusions,butintheHeianperiodalltheycoulddo

insuchacasewas tomakemedicinesandcall inBuddhistmonkswhoprayed for

recovery.Soshedied・Symbolically, "Eventhelastriteshadbeenfaltering, insubstantial;

verylittlesmokehadrisenfromthepyre." (1-867) ThisreflectstheHeianBuddhist

theoryinwhichthewholeUniverseisregardedasthebodyof theBuddhaVairocana,

madeofearth,water, fire,air,etherandconsciousness． (7-340) TheLotusSutrahasthe

bodycomposedofearth,water, fireandwind． (2-315) Inanycase, fireandairare

included.Oigimi, atinypresenceinagreatUniverse,mayhavehadtinytroublesand

worries,but theyareinsignificantonthegrandscaleandherexistencetransforms into

onlyasmall amountofsmoke･Herevanescent lifeunderlinestheBuddhistpoint that

bondstothisworldcausesuffering.AsKashiwagidiedbecausehefearedtheopinionof

others,Oigimidiesbecauseshefearstheoutcomeofromance.Shefearsthatsheandher

sisterwillbecomethebuttofotherpeople'sjokes,princessestreatedasconcubines,and

literallyworriesherself todeath.Ashermaidsexplainit, @@Shelosthergriponherself

becauseshetooktheprince's(Niou's)oddbehaviortooseriously.Thewholeworldwas

laughingatthem,shewassure;butshekeptitaUtoherself.Shedidnotwantourother

ladytoknowhowworriedshewas.Witheverythingshutupinsidehershejustquietly

stoppedeating,andthatwasthat." (1-869)

Nakanokimi, leftbehind, remembersOigimiasamotherratherthanasasister. "She

thoughthowmuchshewouldhavepreferredtoputonthedeeperweedswithwhichone

mournedaparent,butshekeptthethoughttoherself, for itwentagainstcustom." (1-8-

76)WithoutOigimi,Nakanokimihasnoprotector, andispowerlessagainstNiou.Ashe

commands, shemovestohishouseinKyoto.Shecallsthemovea"wave'' sheisriding

on, connotatingthat shemaydrift andbecastasidewhenhis favorsaregiven to

another. (1-880) Buther reception inKyoto isactuallyverygood. Thingsarewell

preparedforherandeveryoneacceptsherasNiou'swife.Forawhileshehasahappy,

peacefulmarriage・But thenNiouisforcedtomarryYugiri'sdaughterRokunokimiashis

mainwife,andNakanokimi issuddenlyreducedtosubordinatestatus・Rokunokimi isthree

stepsawayfromthedirect imperial line; hergrandfatherGenji'sbrotherwasanemperor.

Nakanokimi'sfather'sbrotherwasanemperor, soinstatusNakanokimi iscertainlynotof

a lower class thanRokunokimi. But tobea#lwife requiresmoneyandpower.

Rokunokimi'sfatherisverymuchaliveandinpower;Nakanokimi'sfatherisdeadandwas

notapoliticallypowerfulman.SoNakanokimibecomes#2automatically・Thiscausesher
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greatsufferingandmakesherrememberOigimi. IfOigimihadmarriedKaoru, shewould

havebeenthe#2wifeaftertheSecondPrincess,adaughteroftheemperorwhomKaoru

marriedinapoliticalmovesimilar toNiou'smarriagetoRokunokimi.BothOigimi and

Nakanokimiwouldhavebeenmarriedfor love,notformoney,whichsoundsgoodinthis

agebutwasconsiderastupidapolitical thingtodointheHeianperiod.Andthereisno

wayNakanokimi cancoverupforher lackofmoneyandpower, becauseshesimply

hasn'tgotany.SoshehastoputupwithwaitingwhileNiougoesofftohavesexwith

her rival, imagininghowdifficult thiswouldhavebeenforOigimi,whowasaproud

woman. ItisagoodthingforNakanokimithatsheispregnantatthistime. ･@Thoughshe

hadnogreatwishtonveon, thethoughtofdeathsaddenedher, andthesinwouldbe

greatifsheleftbehind.amotherlesschild." (1-902) Liveon,Nakanokimi.Pregnancyand

motherhoodarebigresponsibilities,nottobecastasidelightlyinfavorofsuicide・Asthe

majorityofmotherswould, Iput thehealthof thebabyfirstonthepriorityranking.

MurasakiShikibuwasalsoamotherandnodoubtfeltsimilarly.Weseeaclearcontrastto

theillusorymother-daughterrelationshipofOigimiandNakanokimi;Oigimicouldbecome

anorexicanddie,essentiallyaself -centeredact, becauseNakanokimi isinfactasister

andnotadaughter.ButNakanokimi hasareal childandcannot buryherself inher

worries.Sheisn'tallowedtheluxuryofpurelyself-centeredactionsanymore・Thebestshe

cando istocall inKaoruandaskhimtotakeher toUji, but eventhisplan fails

miserablyasKaorudeclareshisregretsthatheletNioumarryNakanokimi, sayingthathe

wisheshehadmarriedherhimselfasOigimihadwished. Justanotherproblemforthe

pile.Nakanokimi refuseshisadvanceswithoutamoment'shesitation,determinedtostick

withNiounomatterwhat.EvenwhenNioucatchesKaoru'sscentonNakanokimi and

accusesherwrongfullyofhavinganaffair,sherefusestojoininafightandcries,ending

it immediately.Shedoesn'twant torocktheboat; althoughshecertainlycouldthinkof

eXcellentretorts (Whoareyoutoaccusemewhenyou'regoingoff tohavesexwith

Rokunokimi？etc）sheholdsitallbackanddeterminestoHveforthefutureofherchild，

IntheintroductiontoNiouweweretoldthatheisaheadstrongyoungmanwhodoes

exactlyashewishes.Herewearetold"Niouknewall toowellwhathisowninclinations

wouldhavebeen,andhewasalwaysreadytojudgeothersbyhimself.'' (1-912) Inother

words, ifNiouhadgonetovisitanotherman'swife, hewouldn'thavereturnedwithout

makingapassather.SohefeltsurethatKaorumusthavemadeapassathiswifein

hisabsence・AndhesearchesthroughNakanokimi'sthingsforevidenceofaphysical
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relationship.Needlesstosay,hedoesnotdiscoverany.

IntheworldofBuddhism, thelowest rankofmanhasonlyanimaldesiressuchas

hungerandsexualdesire・Thenextstagehassocialandethicaleducation・TheneXthas

religiousawakening・ThenonemovesuptowardtheBuddhastate.Nioushouldhave

socialandethicaleducation,buthealwaysseemstobeflounderinginthefirstrank.Asa

prince,hewasundoubtedlytaughttobehaveappropriatelytohisposition,buthefollows

thewhimsofhislibidoincreasinglyuntilweseehimignoringhissocialresponsibilitiesand

livingonlyforsexualpleasureintheUkifunesection.MurasakiShikibuwritesthatas

Niou,Kaoru"toowasthespoiledpetof thegreat.'' (1-913) Bothareaccustomedto

gettingtheirwayandbeingpraisedandacclaimednomatterwhat theydo.Theyare

certainlynotaccustomedtosituationsthatdon'tworkoutastheywouldwish, andthey

areatalosswhattodoinsuchsituations・Niouexpectswomentonaturallythinkonlyof

himselfandbealwayswaitingforhim, seeingnootherman.Sohedoesn'tknowhowto

copewiththerelationshipbetweenKaoruandNakanokimi,whichalthoughit isplatonic

existedpriortotherelationshipbetweenNiouandNakanokimiandisinitswaystronger

asit isdirectlyconnectedwithPrince8.Niounever reallyknewPrince8andleavesthe

careoftheUjihouseholdingeneral toKaoru,sohehasnowayofcompetingandcannot

expelKaorufromhiswife'schambers. Inanycasejealousywasconsideredanattributeof

women,veryunmanly・Genji tookgreatpainstohidehisfeelingsandappearunconcerned

whenhiswifetheThirdPrincesswasdiscoveredhavinganaffairwithKashiwagi・ Inthe

sameway,Nioucannotshowjealousytotheoutsideworld,althoughhedisplaysitclearly

inhiswife'schamber・Eventodaysquabblesbetweenamanandhiswifeareusually

hiddenfromtheneighbors.AndKaoru,whoisalsotermedaspoiledpet,hasthesame

problembutwiththeshoeontheother foot.HegaveNakanokimi toNiou, sohecan't

complain, but hedoesn't knowhowto copewithhisoverpoweringemotions for

Nakanokimi.Hecansendpresents,hecanvisit,hecantakecareoftheUjihouseforher,

butshewillneverbehiswife. IntheabovementionedBuddhistranking,Kaoruhadagood

start inthethirdrankof thereligiouslyawakened,buthekeepsloweringhisrank.This

climaxesintheUkifunechapters.

TheI/kifu"ec加〆ers

Iwonder ifMurasaki Shikibu intended tocreate theUkifunecharacter fromthe

beginning. Itseemsmorethatshehadstartedonthethemeofmencausingtroublefor

womenandwanted todevelop it further, sosheadded thecharacteron. Shehas
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NakanokimimentionUkifuneassomeoneshehadsuddenlyremembered.But ifUkifune

hadbeeninherheadfromthebeginning, shewouldhavementioned itearlier inthe

descriptionofPrince8,becausethestoryofUkifunecompletelychangestheimageofthe

Prince・UkifuneistheillegitimatechildofPrince8, bornebyhismaid. It reallyblowshis

imageasasainttohaveanillegitimatechild,butMurasakiShikibuseemstohavewanted

thenewcharacter tobeasisterof theUji girls inorder todevelopher themeto

perfection.Shedidn'tcareaboutblemishingPrince8'scharacterenoughtodauntherfrom

creatingannlegitimatechild,butshecaredenoughtoaddthatUkifunewasborn"before

theprincecametothesemountainstolive,andshortlyafterhelosthiswife.'' (1-920)

Shewantsustoknowthattheaffairwasnotextramaritalandwasconductedinatime

ofpsychologicaldistress,whentheprincewasinthelimbobetweenhisquiet lifewithhis

wifeandhissaintlylifeatUji.ThisdoesnotquiteworkchronologicallyasUkifuneisfive

yearsyoungerthanNakanokimi・Withoutquestion, theaffairisafterthedeathofhiswife,

becauseshediedimmediatelyafterbearingNakanokimi・But thefiveyears inbetween
D

shouldhaveassuagedhissufferingand ledhimclosertohisreligiousawakening.Let's

justsaythatMurasakiwasonarollwithherstorylineanddidn'twant tobebothered

withdetails・SheisalsoworkingonaBuddhisttheme, perhapsinpreparationfortheage

ofthelatter-dayDharma(mappo, saidtohavestartedinlO62) andshehasitreported

that 'OItwasself-loathing, Ishouldimagine, thattumedhimintothesainthebecamein

his lastyears." (1-920) ShehasKaorustartingasasaintandloweringhimself, soit is

somewhat inlinethatPrince8shouldhaverefusedtoacceptUkifuneashisdaughter

althoughsheobviouslywas.Prince8sentUkifune'smotherandthebabyaway, refusing

tohelpfinanciallyorspiritually.NowUkifune'smothercouldhavehadaDNAtestdoneto

proveparentageandforcedthePrincetomakemonthlypaymentsforUkifune'supkeep,

but intheHeianperiodshehadtoswallowhertearsandtrysomeoneelse. Andsowe

haveUkifune.

Ukifuneisareallyconclusivecharacter.WhetherMurasakiShikibuintendedtoendthe

novelwhereitendsornotisanybody'sguess,butshecertainlywrapsuptheUji themes

withthestoryofUkifune.Firstthereisthequestionofclass.Ukifuneisof lowerclass,

beingtheadopteddaughterofthevice-governorofHitachi, far, farawayfromthecapital.

TheTaleofGenjibeginswiththeline, "Inacertainreigntherewasa ladynotof the

firstrankwhomtheemperorlovedmorethananyoftheothers.'' (1-3)andcontinuesto

telluswhatahardtimethisladyhadbecauseofherlowbirth・UtsusemiandYugaoare
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alsomajor femalecharactersof lowclasswhoaretroubledbytheir relationshipswith

Genji.SoitcanbesaidthatMurasakihasbeenworkingonthethemeoflowclasswomen

troubledbyhighclassmenfromthebeginning.Andwhilealltheothercharactersputup

withit,Ukifuneisthefirstandonlycharacter tothrowthemoffdefinitelyofherown

will.TanabeSeikowrites, "It isonethemeofKaoru'sstorythathelooksuptowomenof

highclass(OigimiandNakanokimi),butpatronizesUkifune (of lowclass)."(8)Thisisa

naturalresultofKaoruhavingbeenraisedbyonemperor.Hespenthisyouthwithroyal

princesandprincesseswhohadservantswaitingtoanswertheireverycall;hethinksof

thisasthenorm,andsoUkifune,oftheservantclass,naturallyseemsinferior.But itgoes

against thewaveofBuddhismat thetime.AsCharlesEliotexplainsabout theHeian

Buddhist religionsofTendaiandShingon, !@Thoughaccordingtothestandardsof later

timestheirdoctrinesseemcomplicatedandtheirceremonieselaboratetoexcess,yet they

offeredresidenceinsomeparadisetoeveryonewhotriedtoobtainit,whereastheolder

Narasectsdeniedthepossibilityofsuchhighdestiniestothe 'commonman.'" (7-234)

Tendai isbasedontheLotusSutra,andit iswrittenintheLotusSutrathathaughtiness

isoneof the l4causesof falling intohell, alongwithself-centeredness, shallowness,

sensuality, irrationality,doubting,andothercausesnot relatedtothisstory・However,Ido

not thinkthatMurasakiShikibuintendedKaorutofall intohell forhaughtiness. I think

shewantsustosuspect thatNiouwill fall intohell forself-centeredness, shallowness,

sensualityanddoubting.HerNiouislikeEIvisPresleyathispeak- irresistiblycharming

butnotreliable,except thathecanbereliedontogoastraywheneverheseesapretty

girl.Kaoruisnotsomuchaprincelyplayboyandalthoughhestrays,heexecutesall the

necessaryBuddhistriteswithgreatseriousnessandatheartwantstobegood.Manaka

Fujikowritesthatthephrase罪深き身(tsumibukakimi, apersonofgreatsin) inGenji

referstoapersonwhodoesn'treadtheSutrasanddoesn'tbehaveasaproperBuddhist.

(3-260) CertainlyKaorudoesnot fit thesequalifications.Buttheclear-cutdifferencein

hisbehaviortowardUkifuneandhisbehaviortowardOigimi reallyunderlinesthevaluehe

setsonclass.

UkifuneisalsoaconclusivecharacterfromaBuddhistpointofview.Ukifunedivesinto

theworldofBuddhism,aswewillsee,butbynostretchoftheimaginationcanwecall

heradevoutBuddhist.SheusesBuddhismasanescaperoute,goingthroughthemotions

withouttruefervor.Countlesscharactersinthetalebecomemonksornuns,butweare

toldverylittleof their livesafter takingvows.WithUkifunewegeta fairlydetailed
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reportofhernfeasanun, andit'snotwhat it ideaUyshouldbe・LookingatMurasaki

Shikibu'sBuddhistcharacters,werememberthatPrince8wassupposedtobeasaint,

buthewasactuallyhidingtheUkifuneaffair.Kaoruwassaidtobesaintlytoo,buthe

spendsanightofpleasurewithamaidnamedAzechi.Everyonehasskeletons intheir

closets.MurasakiShikibuwassurroundedbydevoutBuddhists,bothlayandprofessional,

becauseshe lived in the residenceofFujiwaraMichinaga.Michinagawrites about

Buddhistritesheexecutedagainandagaininhis『御堂関白配』 . Just tonameafew

citations,MichinagawentuptoatempleinlOO4;hehadMurasaki'sbrotherNobunorihelp

outwithBuddhistactivityinlOO7;helistsmany8-dayservicesheconductedandalsoa

30-dayceremony.HealsowritesabouthowhetriedtogetafamousmonkoftheTendai

sect fromYokawatocomeandfailed, insteadgettingadiscipleof thel8thheadof

Tendai. (3)SincethispaperisnotaboutMichinagalwillskipthedetails-sufficeittosay

thatMurasakiShikibuwassurroundedbyBuddhists.Butshedoesn'tseemtohavehad

muchfaithintheirdevoutness.Perhapsshesawpeoplewhoseemedveryproperand

solemnduringBuddhist ritualscommittingsinfulactsatothertimes.Ormaybeshewas

influencedbythepessimisticwavethatwasengulfingtheintellectualsastheyprepared

forthelatter-dayDharma, theageofdecadence.

ThethirdmajorbreakthatweseeintheUkifunechaptersisthatwomengetonthe

move. Inthebeginningof7､heTaleOノGe"ji,weseefemalecharactersasmenseethem

-objectsofpleasurewithnovoice,norights.WiththeUjisectionandtheintroductionof

OigimiandNakanokimi,wehear theinnervoiceandunderstandtheemotionsof the

women,buttheyareincapableoftakingpositiveactionoftheirown.Theycanonlytake

negativeactionssuchasrefusingtoeatandrefusingtocooperate.WithUkifune,at iasta

womanmakesherowndecisionsanddecidesherownactions.Shemakesmanymistakes,

but forbetteror forworse, theyareherownmistakesandshedoesn't let the rich

powerfulmenpushheraroundadinfinitum.Ofcourse itcanbearguedthat therich

powerfulmeninthissectionsarenotuptothelevelofexcellenceofGenji,andsowomen

arenotaswillingtoobey.

Butbacktoourstory・Kaoruwas toldaboutUkifune.Nakanokimi toldhiminan

attempttodeflecthisunwantedattentions,andhegraduallyswitchedoverhisaffections.

Oneveryimportantfactor inthisswitchoverwasthebirthofNakanokimi'schild.While

pregnancydidnotdeterhim,havingachildpresentmeansthatNakanokimiwillbetotally

unabletoprovide thecompanionshipthatKaoru isseeking.AIso,Kaorumarriedthe
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SecondPrincessoftheemperor,whoisaveryminorcharacterdespitebeingKaoru'smain

wife.ShesharesthislackofdistinctionwithRokunokimi,Niou!smainwife.Nodoubtthey

werepamperedaristocrats・Theyhavegreatpolishbutnotenoughcharmtokeeptheir

menawayfromtheUjisisters・Murasakiwrites, ,,Kaoruregularlyanddutifullywaitedon

hisbride,buthisheartwasstUlinthepast." (1-927) Justwhatonewouldexpect from

Kaoru.Dutifulbutcold.Nakanokimiagainreflectsthat ifOigimihadmarriedKaoru, she

wouldhavebeenthe#2wife, subservienttotheSecondPrincess, becauseKaoruwould

havebeenunabletoavoidthispoliticalmarriageinanycase.AndOigimiwouldhavehad

tofacedailyconfrontationwithherrival.

ButOigimi isdead,andKaoruseemstobequietlymarried.Hecouldperhapshavelived

peacefullyfor therestofhisdaysifhehadnotcaughtaglimpseofUkifune.Ukifune

lookslikeOigimiandhervoiceislikeNakanokimi,soshebringsbackallhismemoriesof

lovelomsuffering.AndKaorudeterminestomakeherhisown.Likeapossession.Hetold

NakanokimithathewantedtohaveaportraitmadeofOigimi tohavebyhissidewhen

hefelt lonelyforher.Herehehasfoundamoving, livingportrait that isjust right to

makeintohisdollandplaywith.Heworriesthough; "Hehadhisgoodnametothinkof.

Itwouldbeindiscreeteventowritetothegirl." (1-936) BecauseUkifuneisnotofhigh

enoughranktobeconsideredseriouslyforamatch,Ukifune'smotherhasgravedoubts

about theoutcomeofsucharelationshipandwouldprefer toforego involvementwith

Kaoru.Shesays, "Theonlymanyoucantrust isthemanwhoiswillingtomakedowith

onewife. Iknowthatwellenoughfrommyexperience.TheprinceatUjiwasafine,

sensitivegentleman,buthetreatedmeasiflwerelessthanhuman.'' (1-934) Andshe

certainlydoesn'twantUkifunetorepeat thatexperience.Ukifunehadonemaritai near

miss,butshewasstooduponherweddingnightbecauseherproposedhusbandrefused

anadopteddaughterandswitchedover toanatural daughter.Themanwasonly

interestedinthevice-governor'smoney.Ukifunewasterriblyhurtbythisexperience, as

shehadcompletedthemarriagepreparationsofwashinganddressingandwasthrown

overasshewaitedfor themantocome. Itwouldbeashockforanygirl inanyage.

CertainlyitteachesUkifunealessonaboutthecorruptivepowerofmoneyandpower.

Ukifune'smother, terriblyupsetbythebridegroom'sbetrayalofherbeloveddaughter,

decidedthatshehadtogetUkifuneoutofthehouse・BecausethemanmarriedUkifune's

half-sister,hecomesdaily. Itwouldbejusttoopainful forUkifunetohavetowatchhim

cometohappilyhavesexwithhersistereverydayafterhehadpromised tomarry
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Ukifune.Forlackofabetterproposition,Ukifune'smotherdecidestosendUkifunetolive

withherhalf-sisterontheotherparentalside,Nakanokimi.Nakanokimi isconsistentlya

goodlistenerthroughout thenovel,andofcoursesheisappalledbyUkifune'sstoryand

takespityonher,asanywomanwould.Ukifunealsohasthegreatfortuneofseeingthe

manwhothrewherover sidebysidewithNiou. Incomparison,Niou iswonderfully

handsomeandpowerful,whilethemanwhothrewherover isanugly, unimportant

yesman.AndsoUkifune isgreatlyrelievedofherpain.Shecanunburdenherselfon

Nakanokimi, and she is youngenough that theman's unimportance socially and

unimpressivenessphysicallyrenderhimuninterestingasasexualpartnerinanycase.He's

justnotthekindthatyoungdreamingwomendreamabout.

Nakanokimi,whocanusuallybereliedonasareporter, saysthatUkifuneis"certainly

attractiveandseemedtohaveapleasantdisposition.Shewasquietandcomposedandyet

notexcessivelyshy,'' and ,!notwantinginintelligence." (1-949-950) Itwouldseemfrom

herdescriptionthatUkifunefitsmostofthebasicqualificationsformarriageat thetime.

Soexceptingtheclassproblem, therewasnoobstaclepreventingUkifunefrommarrying

normally.Kaoru later findsfaultwithhereducation, especiallywithher lackofmusical

ability,andhealsofindshersomewhat lackinginsensitivity. ButKaoruhasexcessively

highstandards,anditmaybepointedout that theseminorfaultsofhersdonotprevent

himfrommakingUkifunehislover inanycase・Sowecansaywithgreatconvictionthat

Ukifunewouldhavebeenanacceptablemarriageprospectforamanofappropriateclass,

hadfortunepresentedherwithsuchanopportunity.

SoUkifuneisstayingatNakanokimi'shouse, observingthegrandNioudandlinghis

childandthinkingthatNiouandNakanokimiareanidealcoupleenjoyingperfectmarital

bliss.Niou'shandsomenessandpoweraretheepitomeof.whatyounggirlsintheHeian

perioddreamedabout. Nothinglikearealprince.AndNakanokimi issosweetasawife,

motherandfriendthatsheseemsalmost likeagoddess tothestiUchildlikeUkifune.

Ukifuneseemstobequietlyandhappilyenjoyinghervisittoalittleparadise・Andthen

onedaythetroublebegins.Kaorucomestovisit,andNakanokimitellshimthatUkifuneis

there・ Kaorusees itasanexcellentchancetofinallycatchholdofOigimi, albeita

reilection,andasksfor"Thepermanent loan, ifyouplease,ofauseful image,/Ahandy

memento, totakeawaythegloom.'' (1-951) Clearlyheisnot interestedinUkifuneas

Ukifune. Hehasnevermetthegirlproperlyanddoesn'tknowanythingaboutherfaults

andvirtues.HejustwantsanOigimidoll toplaywithatwill. ButNakanokimi tells
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Ukifune'smotherthat lifeasKaoru'smistressisabetterchoiceforUkifune'sfuturethanj p

life inanunnery. Sheknows thatKaoruhasa#1wife, andwithherBuddhist

backgrounditmayseemoddthatsheoptsfortheKaoruplan. Therearetwofactors

thatmayhaveaffectedher judgment: first,Buddhismdidn'tmakeOigimiashappyas

marriagemadeNakanokimi.OveradherencetoBuddhismkilledOigimi.Andsecondly,

Ukifune issoyoungandalivethat itseemsawasteofheryouthtogostraight toa

nunnerywithouteverhavingexperiencedthejoysofthisworld.Ukifuneisdescribedas

havingthick,strong,younghair.Hair intheHeianperiodwasarealmarkerofawoman's

agebecausewomengrewtheirhair toincrediblelengths. Inthesedayselderlywomen

usuallycut theirhairshort todisguise thesparsenessofoldhair, butHeianwomen

attemptedvainlytopull theirhairaroundtothefront tohidesparseness.Oigimi and

Ukifunebothfindthisobviousindicationofoldagesomewhatdisgusting.Ukifuneisway

attheotherendofthespectrum- later inthenovel,whenherhair iscut, it issofirm

andelasticthat itisalmost impossibletocut.

JustwhenUkifuneseemstobemovinginapositivedirection,Niou, theprinceof

sensuality,discoversherhidinginaacornerofhishouse・ Hehasnothingtodowhile

Nakanokimiwashesher longhair,andsohechecksout thewomeninthemansion・And

hefindsthisprettygirlhedoesn'tknow,andnaturallywantstotestdriveher.Ofcourse

everyoneinthehousegoesintoaflurry,astheyknowhishabits・Theyrealizethatifthey

don'tgetheroutquicklyNiouwillget intoherkimonoinnotime.Andsoshedriftsonto

thenexthouse,asecrethideawayinarusticcottage.KaorutricksBennokimi intotaking

himthere,andswoopsUkifuneupinhisarmsandcarriesheroff toUji.Noobjections

accepted. 1t'samazing-withOigimi,hewasacanowyouthinpuberty;withUkifune,he

seemstobeaPersiancat inheat.Astheygoontheirway, ,@Therockystretchesmight

bedifficult, hesaid, andtookher inhisarms.'' (1-968) Noholdsbarredthis time.

Ukifune'slowerclassrendershereasytotouchfortheimperiallyraisedKaoru.Hetellshis

wifeandhismother thathe's inretreatbecausehedoesn't feelwellwhilehefondles

Ukifuneashewishes. lt is reallysurprisinghoweasilyliescometohim. Perhapsthe

customof lyingrubbedofffromNiou.AndUkifuneiscaught inthespider'sweb.Shecan

neverescapeKaoruafterward.

IfUkifunehadbeenallowedtoUvequietlyinUji, thenKyoto,asKaoru'smistress, she

wouldhavesurvived.Shewouldneverhavebeenabletoescapetheoppressivewallsof

hisaffection,butshecouldhavemotheredhischildrenandledastablelife. Butshewas
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notbornundersuchluckystars. InNihonryoiki (日本霊異配),writtenin822, thereare

manystoriesofwomenwhoaredestinedtogiveupthisworldandbecomenunsbecause

theywerebornundersuchunluckystars. (4)Events ingeneralwereconsideredtobe

determinedfromprevious lives,andsowhensomethingwentwrong, itwassaidthat it

wasdestinedbecausesomebadactionwastakeninaprevious life. Itwouldseemthat

MurasakihadsuchtalesinmindandwasheadingUkifunetowardrenouncementof the

floatingworldfromthebeginning・Ateverytum, thereisapossibilityforhappinessthat

goesaskew. InUjiaswell,Ukifunemeetswithdisaster・NiouspiesUkifune'sNewYear's

notetoNakanokimiandguessesthatthisisthegirlhe'sseeking, theonewhodisappeared

suddenlybeforehecouldappreciateherproperly.AndhesneaksofftoUji inanunseedy

incognitooutfit, reallyunacceptableattireforanimperialprince.WerehisrOyalmother to

seehimhewouldget thescoldingofhislife.Unfortunatelyshedoesn't.Andhesneaks

insideUkifune'scoverlet, imitatingKaoru'svoiceandbehavior. Inamodernnovelwe

wouldfindthisbithighlyquestionable,butMurasakiShikibuhaseveryonebelievinglOO%

that it isKaoru.NiouandKaoruwereraisedtogether andhavesimilarvoicesand

accents. Besides, it'sdark, inanagewithoutgreat lighting inventions. So it'snot

incrediblyhardtoswallowtheideaofNioubeingabletoimpersonateKaoruinthedark.

1t'sjustthekindofdumbtalentamanlikeNioumightcultivatetomakepeoplelaugh.

All theblamefortheoriginaladulteryisonNiou'sshoulders,althoughUkifunebecomes

apartner insinlater・PSychologistsoftenremarkonaparticular relationshipthatcan

developbetweenawomanandherrapist.Theybecomeoddaccomplices, coveringupfor

eachother. It islikethatwithUkifune. Inthefirstsexualencounter,Niouputshishand

onUkifune'smouthsoshecan't scream, letsherknowwhohe is, thenrapesher.

"Horrifiedatthethoughtofwhatwasbeingdonetohersister,shecouldonlyweep.'' (1-

-980) Ukifunehasneverhadgoodluckwithmen-shewasbetrayedbyherfirst lover,

thenforcedtobecomeKaoru'ssecretlyhiddenmistress-soshedoesn't thinkaboutmen

inapinch.NakanokimiandUkifune'smotherhavebeenkindandcaringconsistently, and

Ukifunecanonlythinkhowshe isbetrayingthewomen inher life・ Inreturnforall

Nakanokimi'skmdness,Ukifuneissleepingwithherhusband.PoorNakanokimi・Herslut

husband,meanwhile, isthinking, "Let themraiseanysortofcommotiontheywished.He

wouldnotgobacktoday.Onelovedwhileonelived.'' (1-981) Incharacterasalways, he

giveshimselfupcompletelytosexualdesire.ThereisnosavinghimfromtheBuddhist

standpoint.Heneverrepentsandpraysforforgiveness,hejust increasesthenumberand
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degreeofhissins. Provingthepoint, heforcesUkifune'swomento lieandsaythat

Ukifunecan't comeout becauseshehasher period. Just becausehe'snot finished

satisfyinghimselfsexually, hemakeseveryonearoundhimlietoaccomodatehim. "Ukon

didnot likeitatall.Shewasnotanatural liar.'' (1-982) Butshelearns,asNiouteaches

all thosearoundhimthecorruptwaysofthefloatingworld. Niou'smanalsosays, "Here

weare, themerestbystanders, andwegetpulledin, andenduptellinglies." (1-984)

Onebyone,Nioulowersthelevelofethicalproprietyofall thepeoplearoundhim・ And

Ukifuneisnoexception. KaoruisnotsexuallystimulatingandUji isagloomyplace,but

"todayshehadinterestingcompany,andbegrudgedthepassageofeachmoment.'' (1-983)

Sheisattheagewhenwomenareattheirpeaksexuallyfromabiologicalpointofview,

andNiouneverleaveshersidewhenheisvisiting.Hetitillatesherbydrawinganerotic

pictureof loversandbyswearinghiseternal fondness.Theyseemtobeexcellentsexual

partners, andonewondersbrieflyifUkifunewouldnothavebeenhappier ifNiouhad

succeededinconsummatingtheirrelationshipwhileshewasathishouseinNijo. Itwould

havesavedher fromKaoru.Butno,Niou is famous forpickingwomenupandthen

castingthemaside-Ukifunewouldhavegrownoldandbeendiscarded. Itwouldseemto

besymbolicofNiou'sequalityspirituallywiththemanwhodiscardedUkifuneinfavorof

herhalf-sister thatasshewasstoodupformarriageonthenight that shehadtaken

greatpainstoprepareherselfformarriage,Niourapedheronthenightbeforeshewasto

goonapilgrimage, after shehad finishedpreparatoryfastingandpurification.The

similarityof thetwoevents is remarkable・ Inbothcases,Ukifune ishappily looking

forwardtoamornthatwillnevercomebecausethemanblowsit.AndUkifuneispushed

towardherdestinedfutureasanun.

WhileKaoru'sunconsummatedsexual relationshipwithOigimiwasthrillingandalways

onhismind,Ukifuneistooeasyforhim.Sheenjoyssextoomuchtobeinteresting.Kaoru

enjoyedstretchingthelimitsofanasexual relationship- itwasexcitingtoseehowfar

theycouldgowithout specificallycompromisingBuddhistvows・Andsowhile inthe

OigimichaptersKaoruwasalwayswritingtoOigimi,visitingherorthinkingofher, inthe

Ukifunechaptersheputsbusinessfirst, thinkingthathecansleepwithUkifuneanyold

time.Nioufeelssorryforher; "Suchasweetgirl,andhekeepsheroff inthemountains

all forhimself, and leavesherwaitingweekafterweek." (1-987) Heseems tobe

forgettingthathedid thesametoNakanokimi.Whilehe isplayingwithUkifune, he

accusesNakanokimiofflirtationwithKaoru, tokeephermindoffofhisactions.
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WhileNiouhasbeenteachingUkifunetheinsandoutsofsex,healsoseemstohave

taughtherhowtoschemeandcalculate.Kaoruhasahousealmostreadyforher inthe

capital,andsheknowssheshouldmovethere. "Shewassurethathewouldbeamore

reliablesupport,over longyears, thanNiou・ Itwouldbeagreat lossifheweretocatch

wordofthestrangeturnheraffectionshadtaken.'' (1-988) Sheknowsshecan'texpect

anythingbetterthangoodsexfromNiou,andworriesaboutherfuture・Butshecan'tget

Niouoffhermind,andNiouisalsoofferingtoputherupinahouseinKyoto.Sheseems

likearecklessteenageroftodayinmanyways.Sheisabletoflyoffthehandlebecause

shehasafirmbase-hermother isstillalivetofallbackon, andKaoruseemstobe

easilydeceivedandwillingtopayforherupkeepas longasshecontinuescooperating

withhisplans. InthisregardsheseemstobetreatingKaoruasaparentratherthanasa

lover.Ofcourse, hisseriousdemeanor invitespeopletoconsiderhimmaturer thanhis

actualage,andNiou,withallhisself-confidence, alwaysfeelshimself inferiortoKaoru.

"Drawntosuchaman, could thegirl possiblyshift her affections toa trifler like

himself?" (1-990) Heiswrong,though.UkifunewasneverdrawntoKaoru.Kaoruforced

himselfonUkifunebecausehewantedanimageofOigimi,andUkifuneconsidershimher

keeper rather thanher lover.ShefeelsshehasadutytowardsKaoru, butshenever

expressesloveforhim.Becausehekeepsshowingoffhissuperiorityandprovingthathe

isofhigherclass lineagethanshe is, sheneveroncefeels that she ishisequal.She

doesn'tneedtoplayhisgameandcompetewithhim,but it isKaoru'sgreattalent that

hisverypresencemakespeoplefeel thattheymustobeyhim, andheensnareswomen,

makingthemplaybyhisrules・Oigimi isaclassicexample.Althoughsheseemstobea

perfectmatchforKaorusuperficially,sheisseensaying, "Thingsmighthavebeeneasier

hadshefoundherself insuperficialdalliancewithanordinaryman…hisobvioussuperiority

andaloofness,coupledwithaverylowviewofherself,hadleftherpreytoshyness." (1-

-829)Kaorulordsitoverwomen,pretendingthatheisabovesuchworldlymattersaslove

andemotion.EvenNakanokimi commentsthat "Strangely, shefeltmoreateasewith

Niou, thoughshewasdazzled, thanshehadwithKaoru, theonlyotheryoungmanshe

hadknown． Kaoruwasachillyyoungmanwhose thoughts always seemed tobe

elsewhere." (1-847) InthecaseofOigimiandNakanokimi, theycanholdtheir own

somewhatbetterastheyareprincessesandaresomewhatbettereducatedthanUkifune.

Ukifuneisnotworthyofbeingpresentedsocially,andsoKaorutriestoworkher intohis

schedulewithoutfailinginhisotherduties・ Shecomesafterhisjob,afterhiswifeand
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mother,perhapsevenafterNakanokimi inpriority. It isnowonderthatshedoesn't love
himandiseasypreyforNiou.

Niouknowsjusthowtomakewomenfall forhim.OnedayhevisitsUjidespitedeep

snow,bravingthehalfdaytrip.Ofcourseit isflatteringtohaveanimperialprincego

throughphysical hardship forUkifune'ssake, andshe is impressedduly.Nioutakes
D

Ukifuneupinhisarmsandcarriesheroff toaboatontheriver.Goingacrossaraging

river inasmallboatonasnowydaymusthavebeenterriblyfrighteningforUkifune,● Q

knowingthatshecouldnotpossiblyswimwithhermanykimonoson.Evennakedan
■

aristocraticwomanintheHeianperiodprobablycouldnotswim.Naturallyfrightened,"She

clungtoNiou…Hewasdelighted." (1-991) Hownicetohaveawomanactaccordingto

hisplan.Thescenehaseverythingincommonwithamodemdayhauntedhouse・Manya

modemmanhastakenadvantageof thepowersofahauntedhouse, hopingthathis

girlfriendwillclingtohiminfright.OfcourseNiouisexperiencedwithwomenandcan

guesswhatUkifune'sreactiontohiseverymovewillbe.Andsinceheisalwaystreated
D

astheunreliableunmanlyprinceheis,hegreatlyenjoysthischancetoplaytheroleofthe

strongprotectorof theweakwoman.Asusual, heswearshisconstancy, saying, "A

thousandyearsmaypass, itwillnotwaver/Thisvowlmakeinthe leeof thelsletof

Oranges." (1-991) Healwayshastheaccustomedsetofreadypromisesatthetipofhis

tongue.Ukifuneisnotaccustomedtohearingthesepromisesandthinks itaneventof

greatseriousness, imaginingthatsheisthewomanmost lovedbyhim.Nioucooperates

withherfantasybycarryingherall thewayintothehouse.Hethentakesoffheroilter

robeandgazesather inwhatwemightconsiderherpajamas, rathershockingfora

womaninatimewhenbeingseenwasconsideredextremelyembarrassing.OfcourseNiou

hasalreadyseenallthereistoseeofher.Healsotriesanaprononher,wonderingwhat

shewouldlooklikeashissister'smaidinthefutureheseesforher. It isnotexactlya

brightfuture,butonecoulddoworse.Asthemaidofaprincess, foodandshelterwould

beensured.AnditwouldbemuchbusierandmoreinterestingthanwaitinginUji for

mentocome.Ofcourseit lackssomewhat inself-respect.Manywomenwouldpreferto

betheirownkeepers.

Ukifune'smotherknowsnothingaboutNiouandislookingforwardhappilytotheday
p

whenUkifunewillbeinstalledinKaoru'snewhouse inKyoto. "Thentheywouldbeable
D

tolooktheworldsquareintheface!" (1-994) shethinks.Naturallyamotherhashigh

standardsforherchild・ Iwouldprefermydaughtertobecomeawiferatherthananillicit
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mistress,andMurasakiprobablyfeltthesamewayaboutherdaughter.Thevoiceofthe

mother iseternal.Andso twoseparatecamps rise uparoundUkifune. Theolder

generation, representedbyUkifune'snurseandhermother,areclearlypushingforKaoru.

Theywantasecurebondtowealthandinsuranceforthefuture.Theyoungergeneration

isinNiou'scamp.Ukifune'smaidJijuishavinganaffairwithNiou'smanTokikata,and

Ukon,whileshepersonallyprefersKaoru, hasgraspedthatUkifuneherselfprefersNiou

andwantsUkifunetobehappy・Theyoungergenerationofpeers inanyageusually

considerslovemoreimportantthanstability.

Andwhat isUkifuneherselfthinking？AlthoughMurasaki ismuchstricterregardingthe

proprietyofthebehavioroftheUjicharactersthansheisregardingtheGenjicharacters,

sheseemstobesomewhatcharitabletowardsUkifune. "Shewasstillyoungandrather

flighty,andtheseavowalsoflovesetupincreasinglystrongtremorsinresponse.Yetshe

couldnot forget theothergentleman, agentlemanofundoubteddepthandnobility,

perhapsbecauseitwashewhohadfirstmadeherfeelwanted.Wherewouldshetumif

heweretohearofthissordidaffairandabandonher？Andhermother,wholivedforthe

daywhenhewouldgiveherahome,wouldcertainlybeupset,andveryangry,too.Prince

Niou, judgingfromhis letters, burnedwithimpatience; butshehadheardagreatdeal

abouthisvolatilityandfearedthathisfondnessforherwasamatterofthepassing

moment.Supposinghewereindeedtohideherawayandnumberheramonghisenduring

loves‐howthencouldshefaceNakanokimi，herownsister？Theworldkeptnosecrets，

ashissuccessinsearchingheroutafterthatstrange, fleetingencounterintheduskhad

demonstrated・Kaorumightbringherintothecity,butwasitpossiblethathisrivalwould

fail toseekherouttheretoo？AndifKaoruweretotumagainsther， sheknewthatshe

wouldhaveherselftoblame.Herthoughtshadreachedthisimpassewhenasecondletter

came, thisonefromKaoru.Rangedsidebyside, thetwolettersseemedtoreproachher.

ShewentoffandlaydownwithNiou's, thelongerofthetwo.UkonandJijuexchanged

glances; sothegamewasover,andNiouhadwon.'' (1-994-995) Inthissomewhatlong

passagewearegivenprobablythebestsummaryofacharacter'sthoughtsinthenovel.

Andthereallyoutstanding, fascinatingpointofthispassageisthat itbeginsbytellingus

thatsheprefersNioubecausesheisyoungandflighty,goesthrougheveryreasonwhyshe

shouldpreferKaoruandgiveupNiou, andendsbyherpreferringNiouanyway・Oigimi

wasalwaystryingtodotherightthingasothershadprescribedit-shewasagoodgirl

tothepointofbeingboring-butUkifunegoeswithwhat feelsgood.Withoutquestion
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Ukifuneisrepresentingthemasses,Oigimi theoddoneout.Aswealwayshearourelders

say, ,@theolddayswerethegooddays,'' inpreparationforthecomingoftheageof the

latter-daydharmaMurasaki'scontemporariesthoughtthatthebestwasover. Inthisthe

storyreflectsMurasaki'sownaging.WhenshewroteaboutGenjishewasratheridealistic;

whenshehas reachedUkifunesheknows that idealshave littlebase inreality.Her

Ukifunelivesforthemoment,makingmistakesofherownwill. Ifshehadbeenawoman

ofproprietyshewouldhavehadnothingtodowithNiou.But she isnot. She isan

impressionablechildwhodoesnotbelieveinthefuture,sheonlybelievesinthetruthof

themomentsheisexperiencing.

WhencomparingthesistersOigimi (literally"elder sister'') andUkifune(literally

"floatingboat"), it iseasytooverlookNakanokimi.ButNakanokimi'snamemeans｢'middle

daughter"andit isnotbychancethatherbehaviorprovidesastandardtojudgethe

other twoby・Nakanokimihastheordinary, standardethicai sense- shemarries, has

children, refusestohaveanaffairwithothermen・ IfOigimiandUkifunehadfollowedher

pattern, theywouldprobablyhavebeenmuchhappier.Oigimi restrainedherselftoomuch,

tryingtopretendthatshewasabovehumanemotion・Ukifunecantellyoueverycommon

sensereasonwhysheshoulddumpNiou,butshedoesn'tdoitbecausehe'ssuchaskilled

lover・HereweseethevalueofhavingmadetheappendedcharacterofUkifuneasister,

albeitbysomewhatunnaturalmeans・Beingasistermakesthereadercompare.

WhileUjiwastheperfectsettingforOigimi, therestrainedsister, it isinappropriatefor

Ukifune.TheBuddhistobjects that cramthehouseonlyunderlineher submissionto

sensualdesire,andthelonelinessoftheplacemakesherfeel likeacagedlion.Whenthe

dayonwhichKaoruistotakehertoKyotoapproaches, shebeginstobreakdown・She

desiresNiouasmuchasever,but itwouldbedifficultbothphysicallyandpsychologically

tohavesexwithNiouinKaoru'shouse.Hermaids,withwhomshehadpreviouslybeen

abletodiscussanything,areall linedupinonecamporanotheranddon'tproviderelief

orcomfort・Andsoit iseasyfortheUjiRivertoseduceher.TheUjiRiver istheonly

partofUji that reallybecomesUkifune - its roaringandragingreflectherburning

passion,andtheriverconstantlymovingonsymbolizestheevanescenceofthisworld.And

ofcourseitwasthesiteofher famousboat ridewithNiouthatgaveher thename

Ukifune.BeforeNiougottohershewasnot "uki" (floating).Shewaswaitingforher

destinytocome.Andtheriverbrings it. InShintoobjectshavesouls, andthere isno

questionthattheUjiRiverisUkifune'sfriend. Itencouragesherloveaffairandhelpsher



142

outwhennooneelsecan,aswewillsee.

Ukifune'sthoughtsturnconclusivelytosuicide, andofcoursetheriver is there. It

presents itself toUkifuneasanescapefromKaoru,Niou, Jiju,Ukon, hermotherand

everyoneelsewhoisapplyingexcessivepressureonher.Suicideinyoungpeopleisusually

anescape- itseemsaneasywayoutofwhateverisbotheringthem.Todaybullyingin

schoolmightwellbethemostpopularreason,althoughloveproblemsarealwayspresent

inanyage.Andthenthebombexplodes, thestrawthatbreaksthecamel'sbackand

conclusivelypushesUkifunetowarddeath-KaorufindsoutaboutheraffairwithNiou・As

Ukifuneherselfsaidinthelongexplanationofheremotionscitedabove, theworldkeeps

nosecrets.Niou'smanisdiscovereddeliveringaletter,andKaoruseesNiousighingover

Ukifune'sresponse.Andsuddenlyheknows.

MurasakiShikibudepictshisreactionwonderfully・Heexperiencesasetofemotions,

beginningwithanger. "Nioucouldhaveasmanyladiesashewished if theywerehis

alone; howcouldhebesounfeelingtowards thefriendwhohadactedasguideand

intermediary, indeedalmostasprocurer, intheUjidays?" (1-1002) Hiswordsreflecthis

privateopinionthathe issuperiortoNiou.Niou isaplayboy, aflirt, sohehasmany

women. Iwouldneveract insuchanimmoralway,hiswordssuggest.Hesupportsthisby

adding, "Kaoruhadkepthis longingforNakanokimi under tightcontrol, andnowhis

forebearanceseemedmerelystupid." (I-1002) Ifyou' regoingtotakemywoman,Ican

takeyours, inotherwords.Butweknowhewon't; evenifhetried,Nakanokimiwould

rejecthim・Shethinkshe'sacoldfishinanycase.Givinguponthethoughtofrevenge,

Kaorulooksatthesituationcoolly, ',Socharmingandquietonthesurface,shewasagood

matchforNiou・Theyweremeantforeachother・PerhapsheshouldwithdrawinNiou's

favor.'' (1-1002) Exactly.BothUkifuneandNiouareonthesurfacecalmadultsbutare

infactpassionatechildren. ItisacredittoKaoru'sintelligencethathecanseethiseven

inhisturmoil. "Buthehadnever,not inhismostsentimentalmoments, thoughtherthe

onlyoneforhim.Hewouldleavehertootheraffairsasshechosetohavethem,andtake

herforwhatshewas.Heknewthatadecisiontosendherawaywouldnotcomeeasily.”

(l-1002) BecauseUkifuneisofsomewhat lowerclass, shecouldneverbeKaoru'swife

andisonlyamereconcubine.Amancan'taskaprostitutetoonlyhavesexwithhim. It

wouldn'tbefairunlesshewerereallywillingtomarryher.Kaoru'sinitialanger isbased

onthebetrayalofaman, andhis finalconclusionshowsusclearlythatheholds the

popularviewof thetimethatonlymenwereof importance・Histhoughtpatternisthe
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oppositeofUkifune's-sheonlyeverreallyworriedaboutwomen.

KaorubeingKaoru, ofcourseheletsUkifuneknowthatheknows・HealsoletsNiou

knowthatheknows・Hisplanistosquelchtheaffairbyapplyingpressure. It isjustthe

sort of roundabout thinghewould thinkof.Ukifune ,'was indespair…thestrangest,

unhappiestof fateswaspressingdownuponher.'' (1-1003) Idon'tthinkshecanget

awaywiththat.ShemadethedecisionherselftoencourageNiou'saffection-nobodyis

goingtoaccept itasfatethatKaoruisangrywithher. Iffateispressingdownuponher,

it isafatethatshebringsuponherself.Sheisunderfirefromall sidesatUji -Ukon

says, !,Iwishtheprincewouldjustgoawayandstoptryingtosnatchyoufromunderthe

general'snose,''whileJijuprotests, "Isayyoushouldgototheoneyoulikebest." (1-100-

4)AllthepressureistoomuchforachildlikeUkifune.Shereactsbysaying, @'Leaveme

alone,please・Please-justletmedie.'' (1-1005) Andshebeginstobumlovenotes.This

worriesUkongreatly・UkonwasraisedwithUkifuneandhasbeeninoneverytumof

Ukifune'sheart.ShewouldratherhaveUkifunealivewithNiouthandead, andsoshe

says, ,,Tellhimyouwillgotohim, ifthat iswhatyouwant・ Iwillnot leaveyou.'' (1-100-

7) Jijusecondsherinloyalty,saying, "Iwilldoeverythinglcan,evenif itmeansruining

myself.'' (1-1009) Theyaremuchkinder toUkifune thanOigimi'sservantswere to

Oigimi.Ofcourse, fromanobjectivepointofview, eitherNiouorKaoruwouldhave

enoughmoneytokeepthemaMve.Whichever.But theirdeclarationsof loyaltyarenot

enoughtosaveUkifune.

InpreparationforsuicideUkifune'sfirstthought isofhermother. '@Letmysinbelight,

sheprayed,forgoingaheadofmymother.'' (1-1010) Herlast thoughtisofheraged

nurse. "Thewomanwasstillalertandperceptiveenough,butshewasoldandhideously

wrinkled・Yetanotheronewhoshouldhavebeenallowedtodiefirst-andwherewould

shegonow?" (1-1011) AsthewomenaroundUkifunehavecaredforher,soUkifune

caresforthemandworriesabouttheirfuture・NiouandKaoruwillbefinewithoutalow

classconcubinelikeUkifune- theycanalwaysfindanother-buthowwillhermotherbe

abletoovercomeUkifune，sdeath？IfUkifunehadanysenseleftthisthoughtwouldhave

stoppedher,butMurasakiShikibuhasalreadyputUkifune'ssoul inthehandsoftheevil

spiritofamonkwhobrokehisvows.Andsoshegoesaheadwithherplan.

ThenUkifuneisgone,andeveryonepanics.DemonstratingthepersistenceofShintoin

anageofBuddhism, bothKaoruandUkifune'smotherblametheUjiRiverforseducing

Ukifune. Ukifune'smotherthinks, "SothechildhadfallenvictimtothisawfulRiver."(1-
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-1016) TheUjiRiver ishistoricallyasymbolof thewildnessofnatureandof love

trauma,andsoit isaneasyscapegoat.Kaoruseesitthesameway: "Herewastheriver,

beckoning,andshehadgivenintoit." (1-1025) Itisincharacter forKaorutoblame

himselfforthisdisaster． @@Hehadchosen thewrongplace, anabodeofdevils, perhaps.

Whyhadhelefther thereall alone?…Hewasangryathisowncarelessnessandhis

inabilitytobehavelikeothermen." (1-1017) Againwesee theself-hatredthat liesat

thecoreofKaoru'spersonality.Withthisself-hatredalwayscomescowardice,andKaoru's

cowardiceisquicklyrevealed.WhenheseesNiougrievingterriblyforUkifune,hereahzes

that theirrelationshipextendedbeyondletterwritingandissuddenlygladthatUkifune

suicidedbeforeKaoruwasmadeapubliclaughingstock.Hedecidestoput itbehindhim,

thinking, "perhapsitwastheBuddha'swayofmakinghimseehisowninadequacies.'' (1-

-1023)

Ourfaithful reporterNakanokimicomments, 'dhersistershaddiedsoyoung, nodoubt

becausetheyhadbothofthembeenofatoointrospectivenature." (1-1021) Sheisvery

kind.ShecouldhavesaidwithperfecthonestythatKaoruhadkilledthemboth.Butshe

isnotthetypetoholdagrudge.

BothKaoruandNiouforgetaboutUkifunequicklyandstartchasingafterotherwomen

again.Theremustbeanunfulfilledneedintheir lives・Althoughtheyarebothproperly

married, theyagainchaseafterthesamelowclassgirl, thistimenamedKosaisho・History

repeatsitself.Buddhismisfullofcycles.ThistimeKaoruwinsrathersoundly,butheis

still unsatisfiedbecausehehas foundanother unapproachable idealwoman in the

characteroftheFirstPrincess.Sheissothoroughlyunapproachablethat itexciteshim

just tothinkofher. It isclear thathehas leamednothingfromhisUji experience.

"Alwayshecametothesameconclusion:Oigimiwouldhavehadthewholeof his

affection.Hewouldneverhavetakenaroyalprincessforhisbride.'' (1-1035) Iwould

bet againstthat.Kaoruisdrunkonanillusion. Inrealityheboresofawomanaftershe

fallsintohishands.Thechaseistheinterestingpart・Everykindoftrueloveetemally

escapesKaoru, includingself-love・Andasforhisroyalbride-heissuchasnobthat if

theemperorsaidtotakeherKaoruwouldhavetakenheranyway.Kaoru isunableto

refuseanimperialrequest.Hehasn'tgottheguts.

Thecorucludingchqpters

Andsothestorymightend・ButMurasakiShikibuwasn'tfinishedwithherconclusions.

Sosheaddedthelast twochapters. Inthefirst,AtWritingPractice,wehear that
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UkifunewassavedbythebishopofYokawaasshewasabouttocommitsuicide.Letme

precedeanydiscussionofdetailbyexplainingthatthebishopofYokawaatthetimewas

anextremelyhonored, high level position in theTendai sectofBuddhism・Muraagki

modeledthischaracterafterGenshin(原信, 942-1017),a famousmonkwhowrote

Oujouyoushuu(｢往生要集｣）． 「往生要集」 isabookdepictingtheterrorsofhe11 - for

example,eatingfeces-andthegloriesofheaven.Thisbookwasabestsellerofthetime,

copiedbymanyandreadbythearistocratsof thetime. It led toaBuddhistboom,

becauseobviouslynoonewantstoeatfecesorsufferanyoftheotherterrorsofhellafter

death． (16-228) Genshinwas commonly called the bishopofYokawaandHeian

contemporaryreadersof theTaleofGenjiimmediatelydrewtheconnection.(ll-llO)

MurasakiShikibuistakingashortcutbyusingaparagon, anabsolute, easyexampleof

pureandperfectBuddhism.HerpatronFujiwaraMichinagaalsohadgreatrespectforthe

Inan，

Sowhat isthisgreatparagondoinginourstory？Hismotherbecomesill，andit ishis

filialdutytodowhathecanforher.Sodespitehisvownottoleavethemountainwhere

hetrainsinBuddhism, hegoestoUji tohelphisailingmother・AndhefindsUkifune.

Thereissomedisputeastowhenshewasdiscovered, but limuraHiroshi'sopinionthat

shemusthavebeendiscoveredonthenightofherdisappearancebecauseshewouldhave

diedifshehadbeenrainedonbycoldMarchrainforaprolongedtimeseemsacceptable.

Iimuraalsopointsoutthatthedescriptionofherhairasshiningandthediscussionofher

lovelyscentwouldbeoutofplace ifshehadbeendiscoveredwet. (9-205-238) This

theorysoundsrational.FindingUkifune, thebishopdecidesthatsheisnotafoxandmust

berescued. "'Shehasall theproper limbs,'saidthebishop, @andeverydetailsuggeststhat

sheishuman.Wecannot leavehertodiebeforeoureyes. It issadwhenthefishthat

swiminthelakeor thestagthatbays inthehillsmustdieforwantofhelp.Life is

fleeting.Wemustcherishwhatwehaveof it, evensolittleasadayor two.Shemay

havefallenintotheclutchesofsomeminorgodordevil, orbeendrivenfromhome,a

victimoffoulconspiracy. Itmaybeherfatetodieanunkinddeath.Butsuch,evensuch,

aretheywhomtheBlessedonewill save.''' (1-1046) Andalthoughhismentryto

dissuadehimfromcaringfor thisdistasteful half-deadgirl, hedoesnotwaver inhis

decision tosavea lifewherehecananddoesnot leaveher todie. Thebishop's

determinationtosaveUkifuneisthedecisivefactorinhersalvation・ Ifhehadleftherto

die, shewouldhavehadtosufferinfull forheradulteryinhell・WhileMurasakidoesnot
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saveNiou,whoisequallysinful,sheextendsahelpinghandtoUkifune.Becausesheisa

womanherself andunderstands thecomplexemotions of awoman seduced, her

sympathiesliewiththeseducedUkifuneandnotwiththeseducer.

Thebishop'ssisterbecameanunwhenherbeloveddaughterdied. JustbeforeUkifune

comesintoherlife,shedreamedthatherdaughterwouldbereplaced,andshethinksthat

Ukifunehasbeenbroughttoherinanswertoherprayers.PoorUkifune.Sheislovedfirst

forherstepfather'smoney,next forherresemblancetoOigimi, thenasNiou'ssexslave,

andnowsheis lovedasthereflectionofastranger'sdeadchild. It isherdestinyto

alwaysprovidesomeoneelse'spleasure,neverfulfillingherowndesires.

Ukifunedoesnotrecoverbyordinarymeans, andsothebishop iscalled intoincant

spellsforher.Thespirit thatpossessesher isnomatchfor thebishop, andthespirit

leavesherbody, tellingthebishopthatUkifunewaspossessedbecauseshewantedtodie.

Ukifune'sdesiretocommitsuicidecreatedanopportunityforthespirit.Whenheleaves

herbodyshesuddenlyawakes. "Shelookedupandsawugly,twistedoldpeople…shecould

not rememberwhereshehadlivedorwhoshewas.'' (1-1050) Asmentionedinthe

Oigimisection, thesightofoldagewasconsideredrepulsive・Heianpeoplepreferredtodie

beforetheyreachedthestageofugliness.And itmusthavebeenashockforagirl

accustomedtothefabulousgarmentsandtheyouthfulsplendorofKaoruandNioutobe

surroundedbyoldhagsinsubduedBuddhistrobes.

At firstshecannot rememberwhoshe is. Sheonlyknowsthat shewantedtodie.

@4'Pleaseletmebeoneofyou,' shesaidtothenun. .Thenlcangoonliving.Butnot

otherwise.''' (1-1051) Butshedoesnotreallyknowwhatsheisdoing.MurasakiShikibu

writesthreetimesthatUkifune'sfateistoliveon-onceasthebishop'sopinion,oncein

thenun'sletter,andagaininadescriptiveparagraph.Soit isclearthatUkifuneisnot

meanttodie.Shekeepsthinkingnegativethoughts. "Ithadbeencruelofthemtosave

her.Thefuturefilledherwithdread.” （1-1053）Whowill forcehertodowhatnext？

Indeed, thereisathreatalmost immediately-thenun'sdeaddaughter'shusbandsetshis

sightsonUkifune・Sheisneversafeanywhere・Lifeishardfor theextremelybeautiful

womenof thisworld.OfcourseUkifunerefusestoanswer theman's letters-shehas

learnedherlessonfromherexperiencewithNiou. Ifamangetshisfoot inthedoor,heis

suretoopenit.Theonlydefenseistoallownoadvances・Andwhilethenunstrytopush

hertowardhim,sherefusestobudge.

Asmentioned inthe introduction, theBuddhists in theUji sectionarewith the
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exceptionof thebishopnot idealBuddhists.ThenunshereofferanexcellenteXample.

Theyshouldbeuninterested inloveaffairs, but theykeeptryingtopushUkifune into

havingone.Whateveremotions theyhaverepressedappear intheirenjOymentof this
affair.WhenUkifunedoesnotanswer theman's letters, thenunswriteanswers inher

place,enjoyingthetaskimmensely・ Iftheyhadtrulycut their tieswiththisworldthey

wouldbehavewithmorerestraintandnotmeddle inotherpeople'sbusiness・Asnuns,

theyshouldleadpeopletosalvation;buttheykeepobjectingwhenUkifuneaskstOtake

Buddhistvowsandbecomeoneof them・ It isacredittoUkifunethatshedoesn'tgivein

tothem.Hermindisstill fullofnegativethoughts, butsheisdeterminedtohead ina

positivedirection.Andsothenunsfinallygiveuptheirfutileeffortstochangeher. "She's

verypretty, I'msure,butshelivesinaworldallherown.Noneofour littlefrivolitiesfor

thatone,Icantellyou." (1-1061) theeldestnuncomplains,andcontinuesshowingoff

herskillatkotoplaying,muchtothedistasteoftheothers.

Thenunisright・Ukifuneisnot interestedinfrivolities. "Shequitegaveherselfupto

herpreparations,tostudyandprayerandinvocationof theholyname.'' (1-1061) The

LotusSutraoffersmanychancesofsalvationforsinners,andUkifuneisworkingtoward

thepositivegoalofspiritual recovery.Toquotesomeexamples, "Ifgoodsonsorgood

daughterskeep, read, reciteandcopytheSutraof lnnumerableMeanings,…theywill

realizethewayofgreatbodhisattvasthoughtheycannotyetbedeliveredfromall the

faultsofanordinarymanandarestillwrappedindelusions.'' (2-22)Anothersectionsays

thatiftheykeep, read, recite,copyandspreadthesutra, "theywill instantlydestroythe

heavybarrierofsinsresultingfrompreviouskarmaandbepurified.'' (2-24) Ortheycan

takeadifferentpath. "Ifanylivingbeingsmuchgiventocarnalpassionkeepinmindand

reveretheBodhisattvaRegarderoftheCriesoftheWorld, theywillbesetfreefromtheir

passion.'' (2-320) It isalsowrittenthatonewhodoesn't feel shameinadulteryshould

readandrecitethesutrasandthinkof thefirstprinciple. (2-369) Itseemsclear that

Ukifunecanmakeupforhersins ifshetries.But itmustbehardtoconcentrateon

Buddhist idealswhensheispressedbythenunsaroundhertoreturntotheworldoflove

andsex.

ThenunwhosedaughterdiedtriestoconvinceUkifunetoaccompanyheronatripto

Hatsuse.Sheclaims, "'Youmaysaythatoneholyimage isverymuchlikeanother, but
p

Hatsusedoesseemtoproduceveryspecial results.Docomewithme.

Hermotherandnursehadsaidexactlythat, sheremembered, andhadmorethatonce
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takenhertoHatsuse;andwhatgoodhadtheireffortsdone？Inthoselastdesperatedays，

shehadnotevenbeenallowedtodisposeofherownlife." (1-1062) Heropinionisvery
血

revealing.AlthoughsheistryingtobeagoodBuddhistandrecompenseforhersins, she

doesnotactuallyhavemuchfaithinBuddhism-oratleast inthetempleatHatsuse・AH

thosetripshavedonenothingforme, shescoffs､ Isthatso？YoucouldhavediedinUji，

one is tempted to respond,without a second chance. One could thinkofworse

possibilities. Inanycase, shedoesn'tbelieveinthepoweroftheHatsusetemple,andso
shedoesn'tgo.

Whilemostof thenunsareatHatsuse,variouspeoplemaketheirmoves・Whilethe

cat'saway, themicewillplay.ThefirsttomoveisthemanwhoisafterUkifune.Hetries

tosneakintobeginaloveaffair, butUkifunefmdsrefugeintheroomof theancient

nuns・Nomatterhowbentheisongettingintoherskirt,everylawofproprietyforbids

himfromenteringtheelderlynun5chamber・Sosheissafefromhimthere・Butshehas

tospendthenight listeningtothenunssnorethunderously・Sheisterriblyafraid.Even

theBuddhahimselfwasshockedbytheuglinessofoldage.Ukifune,amerechildreally,

fearsthat theseagedwomenaredemonswhoaregoingtodevourher.This fearof

imminentdeathcausesher to lookbackonher life. "Thememoryofher ultimate

disgrace,broughtonbyhisattentions, revoltedher・What idiocy, tohavebeenmovedby

hispledgeandthatIsletofOrangesandtheprettypoemithadinspired!'' (1-1065)

Realizingwhatastupidmistakeshehasmade, shereaffirmsherdecisiontoleavethe

floatingworld.Bychancethebishopiscomingby, andUkifuneseizes theopportunity.

''Shemustsummonuphercourage, thoughtthegirl,andhavethebishopadministerfinal

VOWS・Todaytherewerenomeddlingwomentogainsaythem."(1-1066)Thebishoptries

todissuadeher,butherresolVeisfirm.Shetellshimthatsheisill,maydiesoon,and

wantstotakevowsbeforedying. It isnotright todissembleso, andalthoughtheactual

ceremonyoftakingvowsrequireshertoconfesshersins,shedoesn't letthetruthcome

out.Sheshowssomehonestybysayingthatshehasrememberedherpast,butshedoes

not layhersinsontheline.Sowhilethebishopiscorrect inadministeringvowstoa

personwhoisreallybentonleavingtheworld,Ukifunecannotbeconsideredtohave

takenallthestepsthatsheshouldhaveandcanbecondonedforthefollowingpoints: 1)

notreceivingparentalconsent;2)notreceivingconsentfromthenunwhoisactingasher

stepparent; 3)concealingherpastsins; 4) pressingthebishoptoadministervowsby

pretendingtobeonherdeathbed.PerhapsMurasakiShikibuwantedustothinkthatthe
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detailsofUkifune'svow-takingwereskippedoverdue to thehastewithwhich the

ceremonywasconducted.SinceUkifunewasconsideredtobeanunimportantpresence, it

wasnotperhapsnecessarytopressall thefinepoints.Evenso,SetouchiJakuchopoints

out that thesceneismuchmoredetailedthanotherscenesofvowtakinginGenji.For

example,Ukifunecrieswhensheistoldtomakeobeisancetohermotherbecauseshe

doesnotknowwhatdirectionhermother isin;andUkifune'shair issothickandstrong

that it isdifficulttocut.ThedetailsofthesceneleadSetouchi tobelievethatMurasaki

Shikibuherselfmighthavetakenvowsbeforewritingthissection・But if so, thevow

takingthatMurasakiexperiencedwouldseemtohavebeensomewhatperfunctory.

Havingfinished, "Shewashappynow.Theyhadalladviseddeliberation, andshehad

hadherway.ShecouldclaimthisonesignoftheBuddha'sfavor, hersinglerewardfor

havinglivedoninthisdarkworld." (1-1069) Thevow-takingepisodeistheonlytimewe

seeUkifunesucceedinginachievingadesiredgoal.Atpeaceat last, shewritespoem

afterpoemtoherself.Thepent-upvoiceofhersoul isfinallyfreed.

WhentheothernunscomebackfromHatsuse, they '!couldnot findstrongenough

wordswithwhichtocondemnthebishop'srecklessnessandirresponsibility.'' (1-1071)

Again,onewouldexpect thatasnunstheywoUldwelcomeUkifune'sdesiretojointheir

numbersandjoinintheirdevotiontotheBuddha.However, theycondemnthebishop

using.strongwords' forallowinghertotakevows.Theusual interpretationisnodoubt

thattheywanthertoenjoyher lifebeforerejectingit; but theintensityof theiranger

leadsonetosuspect that theymighthavearepresseddesiretoreturntothefloating

worldthemselves・Theirenjoymentofdalliancewouldcertainlysupport this.Ormaybe

theydon't thinkofUkifuneasateamplayerthat theywouldwant tojointheir team.

Certainlyshehasbehavedasalonehorseuntilnow.

Regardlessofthesentimentsoftheothernuns,Ukifunethrives. @OThegloomofthelast

monthsliftedalittle,nowthatshehadhadherway.Shewouldjokewiththebishop's

sisterandtheywouldplayGotogether.SheturnedtoherstudiesoftheGoodLawwitha

newdedication, perusingtheLotusSutraandnumbersofotherholytexts.'' (1-1074)

Finallyshehasachievedabitofpeaceandhappiness.Werecall thatUkifunebecamea

nun inorder toescapemen, notbecauseshewasespeciallydevout.Butasmentioned

aboveinthebishop'sspeech, ''Shemayhavefallenintotheclutchesofsomeminorgod

ordevil,orbeendrivenfromhome,avictimoffoulconspiracy. Itmaybeherfatetodie

anunkinddeath.Butsuch,evensuch,aretheywhomtheBlessedOnewillsave." (1-104-
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6)AndUkifuneproveshispointbybeingsavedthroughtheworksoftheBlessedOne.

Whatshemeanttobeanescapeprovestobeawaytosalvation, topeaceofmindand

recoveryofheart.Psychologicallyspeaking, itwasgoodforherrehabilitationtoget intoa

routinewithoutthefearofmenbringingpassionandtroubleintoher life.WeseeUkifune

peacefullycopyingthecharactersof thesutras, concentratinghermindontheminute

pointsofeachshape. "Sheseatedherselfattheinkstoneandturnedtotheonepursuit in

whichshecould loseherselfwhenher thoughtsweremorethanshecouldbear, her

writingpractice.'' (1-1069) Hercompleteconcentrationseaishermindfromthescary

thoughtsthathadbeencreepinginpreviouslyandupsettingherso.Whensheisdoing

nothing,orwhensheissleeping, theterrorcomesbacktoher.Totheobjective-oriented

Westemer, itmightseemthatsheisflailingwithoutaclear-cutgoal.Buttheprocess,not

thegoal, iswhathealsher.Andsothetitleisnot 'Salvation'or 'Enlightenment,' but ,At

WritingPractice.，

TheclimaxofthischaptercomeswithanindirectmessagefromKaoru.Arelativeof

thenunscomestopayhisrespectsandasksthemtoprepareanofferingfortheceremony

inmemoryofUkifune'sdeath.UkifunehearsthatKaoruhasnotforgottenher,andindeed

blameshimselfforhersufferingandfinalsuicide.Ofcoursethisconfusesher-sheseems

tobe30%savedbut70%stillafraid.Shehasfoundsomemeasureofsalvationinher

studiesofthesutras,butwhenaskedabouthermothershestillpretendsthatshedoesn't

remember・Actuallyitwoulddohergoodtocontacthermother,bothfromapsychological

aspect-shehasbeensufferingintemallyatherfailuretotellhermotherthatsheisalive

andappeasehermother'ssuffering-andfromaspiritualaspect-werecallthatfilialpiety

isanimportantcharacteristicofthegoodBuddhist,andBuddhawillnotsmileonUkifune

causinghermotherunduesuffering・ThebestthingUkifunecoulddoforherselfwouldbe

totellhermotherthatshewasaliveandhadbecomeanun, andhopethathermother

wouldunderstandandencourageher.Ukifune'smotherwasfonderofUkifunethanofher

otherchildren, andwecan imagine that shewouldwelcomeUkifune inanyform.

Certainlylwouldwelcomemydaughterbackinanyformwereshetobe lost.Perhaps

herfigureasanunmightbelessthandesirable,butatleast itwouldbeagladtidingto

hear thatshewasalive.Thenifcontactinghermother ledunwantedmentodiscover

Ukifune, shecouldhavefaceduptothem.Sheisanunnowanddoesn'thavetohave

sexwiththemanymore.

Inaneventthatwouldseemunrelatedtoourstory, theempressbecomes illandthe
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bishopofYokawaiscalled intoprayforher.Werecall thathisprayingisespecially

effectiveandwasnecessarytodrivethedemonfromUkifune.Whileheispraying, he

chitchatstoher, andhappens tomentionUkifune・ Itwasanunusual occurrenceand

thereforenewsworthy.Theempress, beingawomanofgreat intelligence, immediately

knowswhoUkifuneis;butshehesitatestotellKaoru. It isacomplicatedsituation,after

all.Manypages latershemakesuphermindandhasKosaishorelaythestory.Kaoru

panics, fearingthatNiou"wouldnodoubt seekways toblockthepath thegirl had

chosen,"andinanunprecedentedexampleof franknessaskstheempressdirectlynotto

tellNiou.Sheagreesemphatically.BothofthemseeNiouasaDevadattafigure, always

tryingtoblockothers' spiritualprogress.ButwhileDevadattawasforgivenbecausehis

evilactsservedtostrengthentheBuddha,wedonotsensethatNiouwillbeforgiven.His

actsmayhaveindirectlyledUkifunetosalvation,buttheydonot leadotherstoabetter

life.Forexample,hiswifeNakanokimi isalwaystroubledbyhim,butsheremainsa lay

Buddhisttotheendofthenovel.

TheWritingPracticechapterendswithKaoruthinkingofvisitingUkifuneontheway

backfromhisusualofferingatthesacredMt.Hiei,andweenterthefinalchapter.The

titleofthischapteriJ'TheFloatingBridgeofDreams."Afloatingbridgemeantabridge

madebyplacingboardsfromonesideofariveracrossthecenterofaboattotheother

side, thenwalkingontheboardstocrosstheriver.Thisisconsideredtobeanunusual

title・Althoughmostchapterstaketheirtitlefromthetext, thereisnomentionofsucha

bridge inthetext, andsoscholarshavetoguesswhat thetitlerefers to.Suggestions

includelove,marriage,andthelifeonereceives inthisworld. It ischaracteristicofgreat

literaturethatreaderscaninfusethewordswiththeirownpersonalmeaningsandenjoya

privateunderstandingof thewords.Commentsabout thebridgeofdreamsreflect this.

Peoplewhoconcentrateonlovetakeittobelove,andpeoplewhothinktheUjisectionis

allaboutmarriagetakeittobemarriage. IthinkMurasakimeantamoreoverallpicture-

shewantsustoseeUkifunespreadinghertinyhopesanddreamsovertheunstableboat

oftheBuddhistestablishment,hopingtocrossthetorrentsthatthisworldhasbesether

with to theoppositeside,whereshewill reachhappiness throughher faith・ This

interpretationprobablyprovesthatlamagoal-orientedWesterner.

ThechapterbeginswithKaoruvisitingthebishopandaskingaboutUkifune.Thebishop

tellshim, ''Iwasremindedofstorieslhadheardofpeoplewhohadcomebacktolifeat

theirownfunerals…Iwould imaginefromwhat theotherstoldmethatsomegoblinor
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woodspirithadledherastray…shewasafraidthattheevilspirit,whateveritmighthave

been,wasstillafterher,andsheweptandbeggedmetolethertakevows.Shehadto

escape,shesaid,andlooktothenextworldforhappiness. Ihavetakenvowsmyself,and

itwasnatural formetoencourageher,andldidassheasked." (1-1082) Usingclassic

Buddhisttact, thebishopisnotblamingKaoru.Awoodspiritorsomesuchwasafterher,

heexplains・OfcourseKaoruknowsperfectlywell thewoodspirit3namesandwhatthey

havedone・FromhisearlyappearancesinthenovelKaoruhasbeenexcellentatplaying

theroleofthegoodboybeforehiselders, andheis incharacterhere. "Dutiespileup,

thereisnoavoidingthem; but lhavetriednot to letmyaffairs,whichlkeeptoa

minimum,bringmeinconflictwiththeholyinjunctions,orsuchsmall fragmentsofthem

aslamnotincompleteignoranceof.'' (1-1084)MurasakisavesKaorufromhellnotso

muchbywhathesucceeds indoingasbywhatheattemptstodo.Hisgoalsarenot

achieved-heishighlyunsuccessfulandindeeddriveswomentosuicide-buttheprocess

oftryingtodotherightmovefromaBuddhiststandpointateachstepworksinhisfavor

andwillsavehim.WhileinfactKaoruisjustascruel towomenasNiouis,adefiniteline

isdrawnbetweenthemduetothemotivationfortheiractions.

KaorusendsUkifune'sbrothertoUkifunewithamessagefromthebishop.Themessage

says, !Onowyoumustgoback,surelyandwithouthesitation, tothegeneral,anddispelthe

cloudsofsinbroughtonbytenaciousaffections.Drawcomfortfromthethought thata

singleday'sretreatbringsuntoldblessings. '' (1-1086) Fromasociologicalstandpointshe

shouldretumwherethemoneyis,anditwouldbegoodfor thebishoptohavedonea

favor for this richandpowerfulman. OsamuHashimotosuggests that thebishop

cooperateswithKaorubecauseUkifune'sbrotherwasaprettyboy,andthebishopwas

sexuallyattractedtohim.(17-35) Certainlythesectioncanbereadthatway,andlfound

italittleoddtoo.Thebishopseemstowanttostartuparelationshipwiththeboy, the

wayit isworded.Butldon'tthinkMurasakiwassooutoftouchwithherreadersthat

shewouldattempt tomakethisparagonofBuddhismasexfiend. Itwouldn'tgoover

wellwiththemasses.Murasaki'sfatherwasapoet, asweremanyothermembersofher

family.ThepointofHeianpoetrywastowritesomethingso impressivethat itwould

improveotherpeople'sopinionsoftheauthor・ IthinkMurasaki'swritingsprangfromthis

backgroundandwaswrittentobereadandconsideredanexcellentwork. Iseeherasthe

typetoputherwrittenwork,notherprivateself, forwardtobeviewedandjudged.So

theMurasakiShikibu inmymindwouldn't havewanted tobeovertlysacrilegious,



ConcerningtheUjichapters(JillEmmaStrothman) 153

althoughsheobviouslydoesn'tcompletelytrustBuddhists.

Retumingtothestory,UkifunereceivesKaoru'smessagebutagainpretends tobe

unabletorememberthepast・Moneyandpowerhavealwaysworkedagainsther,andjust

assherejectsHatsusebecauseithasbeen ineffectiveinthepast, sherejectsKaoru

becausehehasnotmadeherhappyinthepast.Tieswithhimwouldrepudiatethe

positivemovementshehastakenforherselfandbringnegativeeffectsonherlife.

InthissceneweagainseetheBuddhistsbehavinglessthanideally.Thebishop'ssister

putspressureonUkifunetoreturntoKaorubyarguinghiswordlyposition, saying, "the

factthat thegeneral isamanwhomustbereckonedwithdoesnotmakematters less

complicated.” （1-1088）Whatdifferencedoesitmake？TheTendaisect isheadquartered

inHieibecauseitsfounderdidn'twant togetcaughtup ingovemmentaffairsasthe

earliersectsinthepreviouscapitalofNarawere.Technicallyalaypositionshouldnotbe

takenintoconsideration・AndwhenKaoru's letter isopened,weseethenunsgaggling.

"Sendingforththeextraordinaryfragrance, itquitedizziedthemoreforwardofthenuns,

whomadesurethattheyhadaglimpseofit." (1-1088)Whyshouldtheyhavetoseethe

letter？Itdoesn，tconcemthem、Thisconstantcuriosityaboutotherpeople，sloveaffairsis

mostunbecomingtoanun. Itwouldbeacrimetoday, invasionofprivacy, topeekat

anotherperson'sletterwithoutexplicitpermission.

Ukifunerefusestoanswerasalways,andherbrotherreturnsempty-handed.Herlackof

responseisinfactacompleteresponse, rejectingKaoruandhisaffection・But thebook

endswithKaorureceivingthemessageanddoubtingUkifune,wonderingifanotherman

ishidingheragain・ Doubting isasin inBuddhism.Wesense thatwhileUkifune's

Buddhismisinternal,withnooutwardshow,Kaoru'sBuddhismisextemal,muchshow

but littlecontent.Heconductsalltheceremonies,paysforalltherobes, tellseveryonehow

hewantstotakevows;butwhenUkifunebecomesanunhesuspectsher. Inhishearthe

hasalwayspatronizedher, andhedoesn't thinkshe is intelligentenoughorspiritually

developedenoughtoreallyunderstandthemysteriesofBuddhism.Kaorudoesnotput

muchstockinthequalityofhismother'sBuddhismeither, althoughshehasbeenanun

foralongtime.Kaorupatronizeswomeningeneral,withtheexceptionsoftheempress

andtheFirstPrincess.Haughtinessiswithoutquestiononeofhischaracteristics・Heonly

looksuptooldermenwhoaredevoutBuddhists, suchasthebishopofYokawaand

Prince8.

Oddly, thebookendshere,withKaoru'sshowofconceit.Manyhavearguedthat the
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workisunfinished.Sinceweknownothingabout thedetails,wecannotpronounceany

definiteconclusion･Didshediebeforeshewasfinished？Werethereadditionalchapters

thatwerelost？Wecannotanswerthesequestions，but it isfuntoguesswhatwouldhave

happenednext.Hereismyguess.AsKaoruforciblytookUkifunetoUji,henowmoves

herforciblytohismother'shouse.Becausetheyarebothnuns,hethinksitisagoodplace

forher.Asalways,hedisregardsUkifune'sopinion.KaoruprovidesUkifunewithlavish

Buddhistequipmentandtriestopryher intospeakingtohimwithashowof loyalty.

Ukifuneisratherobstinatebut ismovedbyhissuddenpresentationofhermotherand

nurse.Resumingrelationswiththewomeninher life,Ukifunefindshappiness・Andthe

storyfinallyends. It'sjusttheguessofaWesternoptimist.
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